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Divorce 
just not an 
option for 
Lopez 

pg 22 


Sports 


Bedford 
native 
traded 
in MLS 

% pg 11 


Israeli envoy 
going to U.S. on 
Gaza demands 

mideast Israeli Foreign Min¬ 
ister Tzipi Livni headed to 
Washington late Thursday 
to finalize an accord de¬ 
signed to prevent Hamas 
from rearming, a key Israeli 
condition for a ceasefire in 
the Gaza Strip. 

“Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert authorized this 
evening the trip of Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Livni to the 
United States in order to 
promote an American- 
Israeli outlined agreement 
intended to deal with 
weapons smuggling,” 
Olmert’s office said. 

Israeli officials said Livni 
was tentatively scheduled to 
arrive in Washington on Fri¬ 
day morning and would 
meet with U.S. Secretaiy of 
State Condoleezza Rice. 

The statement made no 
mention of a proposal by 
Hamas, relayed by Egypt, 
for a yearlong ceasefire in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Hamas told Egypt it 
would agree to a yearlong 
renewable ceasefire if Israel 
pulls out its forces in five to 
seven days and reopens bor¬ 
der crossings immediately, 
sources said. reuters 
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Wrestler 
hype for real 


Sports pg 12 


No regrets as 
Herd era ends 



RCMP Assistant Commissioner Steve Graham speaks at a news conference Friday. After a year-long investigation, police have arrested 
13 people in a move they say should put a major damper on the drug trade. 

Drug war stunted 

13 alleged Melvin rivals arrested 


“We’ve significantly hurt this group of 
people. The justice system will do the rest 
of the work.” 

Halifax Regional Police Chief Frank Beazley 


JENNIFER TAPLIN 

jennifer.taplin(§metronews.ca 


Jimmy Melvin Jr. will sleep 
a little better after police 
put a major hurt on his al¬ 
leged rivals Thursday. 

A year-long undercover 
operation led to 13 arrests 
for drugs and firearms yes¬ 
terday morning. Seven 
search warrants for six 
HRM addresses and a New 
Glasgow residence were 
executed. 

Three of the 13 will also 
face charges in relation to 
the recent violence that 
erupted after Melvin was 
released from custody in 
November. 

Two other people were 
arrested Thursday in rela¬ 


tion to two shootings: At 
the IWK hospital on Nov. 
18 and behind a Cowie Hill 
apartment building on 
Dec. 4. 

“We allege these people 
have been involved in nu¬ 
merous violent incidents 
in our community over the 
last several months,” said 
Halifax Regional Police 
Chief Frank Beazley at the 
news conference on Thurs- 
day. 

Although he said the ar¬ 
rests involved only one 
side of a drug war, Beazley 


and RCMP Assistant Com¬ 
missioner Steve Graham 
wouldn’t outright name 
the group. 

But when asked if 
Melvin will sleep better, 
Beazley said, “I would 
hope so.” 

“We’ve significantly hurt 
this group of people,” Bea¬ 
zley said. “The justice sys¬ 
tem will do the rest of the 
work.” 

The accused will appear 
in Halifax provincial court 
Friday 

Three men between 23 


and 26 years old will face 
charges of conspiracy to 
commit murder, attempt¬ 
ed murder and aiding and 
abetting a crime as well as 
a charge of counselling 
someone to commit an of¬ 
fence in relation to the 
IWK shooting. 

Melvin was shot behind 
a Cowie Hill apartment 
building on Dec. 4. Two of 
the men charged in the 
IWK shooting also face 
charges related to the 
Cowie Hill shooting. 

Another man, who is 
currently behind bars, will 
face charges of being an ac¬ 
cessory to the crime after 
the fact. Police are still 
searching for a fourth man 
in relation to the Cowie 
Hill shooting. 


The breakdown 

Operation H Intrude 


• A year-long operation in¬ 
volving both the RCMP and 
Halifax Regional Police, in¬ 
cluding undercover officers. 

• This operation was aided 
by another investigation 
launched in November 
when police promised “un¬ 
precedented measures” to 
end the violence. 

SEIZED: 

• Drugs and money 

• Loaded AK-47 assault rifle 

• Loaded sawed-off shot 
gun 

• Automatic pistol 

• 22-calibre rifle 

• Ammunition 

ARRESTED 

• 13 people arrested for 
trafficking of cocaine, ecsta¬ 
sy, marijuana as well as 
firearms offences. 

• Three of the 13 people ar¬ 
rested will face additional 
charges relating to a shoot¬ 
ing outside the IWK chil¬ 
dren's hospital. Two of 
those three also face 
charges relating to a shoot¬ 
ing behind a Cowie Hill 
apartment building. 

STILL GOING 

• The around-the-clock sur¬ 
veillance of the Melvin fami¬ 
ly will continue. 

• Further charges could still 
be coming. 

MELVIN 

• Jimmy Melvin Jr. was in 
court Thursday where he 
was given permission to 
leave the province for work. 
He is facing several charges 
before the courts. 

THE QUOTE 

“Today's arrests illustrate 
that we have significantly 
disrupted a large-scale drug 
operation functioning 
throughout the province,” 
said RCMP Assistant Com¬ 
missioner Steve Graham. 
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Fresh Standard 
Oysters 

39$ each 


Fresh Digby 
Scallops 


Fresh Haddock Fillets 
(Never Frozen) 

u/6oz | 8oz + 

3.991b I 4.991b 


Cooked Jumbo Shrimp 
(Peeled & DeveinedLo 

8 nmu (F rozen ) 

-99lD (16/20 Ct) 


Fresh 

Frozen Marlin 

Haddock Roe 

Steaks 

1.691b 

2.991b 


Seafood packed for 
shipment and travel 

Fisherman's Market 607 Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am-6pm, Sun. 11 am-6pm Gift Certificates & Party Trays Available 


Jumbo Shrimp 
Raw - Shell On 

6.991b (21/25$) 


Live Jumbo Commerical 
Grade Lobsters $ 

A QQIh * * 4lb+ * 

4.881 D (2 Claw) v 


Fresh Boston 
Blue Fillets 

2.991b 


Frozen Lobster Meat 
(11.3oz Tub) 

Broken Meat i Claw/Knuckle 

13.99 each 114.99 each 



MARKET 

-EST. 1948- 

Fine Quality Seafood & Lobster 


Atlantic Free Daily Newspapers Inc., operating as Metro Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 0B5. Publisher: Greg Lutes 







































0 ROGERS 


AMHERST 

Amherst Centre Mall 
142 South Albion St. 
(902) 669-3388 

DARTMOUTH 

121 llsley Ave. 

(902) 468-3388 

Mic Mac Mall 
(902) 466-3388 

Penhorn Mall 
(902) 463-3388 

GREENWOOD 

Greenwood Mall 
936 Central Ave. 
(902) 760-3399 

HALIFAX 

201 Chain Lake Dr. 
(902) 455-3388 

5693 Spring Garden Rd. 
(902) 492-3388 

NEW MINAS 

County Fair Mall 
9256 Commercial St. 
(902) 681-3388 

SACKVILLE 

405 Sackville Dr. 
(902) 865-3388 

SYDNEY 

484 Grand Lake Rd. 
(902) 564-9400 

TRURO 

Truro Mall 
(902) 893-2288 

YARMOUTH 

Yarmouth Mall 
(902) 742-3388 


HALIFAX 

Rogers Video 
16 Denith Rd. 

(902) 477-8848 

ANTIGONISH 

Motion Communications 
19A James St. Plaza 
(902) 863-5888 

BEDFORD 

Excellular Communications 
752 Bedford Hwy. 

(902) 457-1144 

BRIDGEWATER 

World of Wireless 
533 King St. 

(902) 543-6363 

DARTMOUTH 

Rogers Video, Cole Harbour 
4 Forest Hills Parkway 
(902) 435-5696 

Rogers Video, Woodlawn 
114 Woodlawn Rd. 
(902) 433-0994 



Home Profile Friends Inbox (4) 


Matt 

wants to go snowboarding! 
Who's in? 


BlackBerry 


Tyler loses Snowball fight 


Views: 514 
Nov 17, 2008 


Wat ch Video 


BlackBerry 


TXT EMAIL & IM 

ONLY FOR A LIMITED TIME 



LIVERPOOL 


Memory Lane 
1 Gorham St. 

(902) 354-5486 

NEW GLASGOW 

Motion Communications 
60 Archimedes St. 
(902) 752-5888 

PICTOU 

Motion Communications 
239 West River Rd. 
(902) 485-5888 

SACKVILLE 

Rogers Video 
857 Sackville Drive 
(902) 252-3351 

WINDSOR 



Sam's Cellular Service 
40 Water St. 

(902) 798-2025 

PORT HAWKESBURY 

Motion Communications 
634 Reeves St. 

(902) 625-5777 

0 ROGERS 

DARTMOUTH 

Staples Plaza 
(902) 433-0994 


EXCLUSIVELY FROM ROGERS 


BLACKBERRY® CURVE™ 8320 

• Full keyboard 

• Built in Wi-Fi 

• Integrated camera and media player 



ALL NEW 

BLACKBERRY®CURVE™ 8900 

• 3.2 MP camera with video capture 

• Thinnest full QWERTY BlackBerry 

• Built-in GPS and Wi-Fi (TalkSpot™ enabled) 



BLACKBERRY® PEARL™ FLIP 8220 

• Easy SureType® keyboard 

• Available in black or pink 

$ 49 "’ I ’ 399 ”. 


Cole Harbour Shopping Centre 
(902) 435-5696 

HALIFAX 

South Centre Mall 
(902) 477-8848 

LOWER SACKVILLE 

857 Sackville Dr. 

(902) 252-3350 

BEDFORD 

Bedford Place Mall 
(902) 832-4875 


rogers.com/unlimited 

CANADA'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK; 

FEWEST DROPPED CALLS, CLEAREST RECEPTION 


0 ROGERS ' 0 ROGERS 0 

authorized dealer 


e< 


SOURCE 


Q ROGERS 


«WIRELESSWHVE)> MIRELESS etc... Costco 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


HALIFAX 

Halifax Shopping Centre 
(902) 455-1778 


+ 0n select 3-year plans. Offers subject to change without notice. * Available with any BlackBerry device with subscription to select plans and activation with BlackBerry Internet Service. Includes unlimited personal e-mail (up to 10 accounts) while using BlackBerry on the Rogers Wireless 
network. See rogers.com/unlimited for plans and details. Usage subject to Rogers Terms of Service & Acceptable Use Policy available at rogers.com/terms. 

™Rogers & Mobius Design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 
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Local troupe to perform at inauguration ball 

Top this gig: The adult troupe of the Maritime Centre for African Dance has been asked to perform at U.S. president-elect Barack Obama's 
African inauguration ball Sunday. Dancers are Vida Ggunney, Dally Baldeh, Ruvimbo Mzududuand and Mufaro Chakabuda. metro Halifax 
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Local 


N.S. winning aging race: Study 

Nova Scotia is greying faster than the rest of the country. According to new data 
released by Statistics Canada on Thursday, we have the highest proportion of 
seniors in the country at 15.4 per cent. We're the first Canadian province to have 
more seniors than youth. Nunavut is the youngest; a third of its population are 

youth. METRO HALIFAX 


Life in jail, 
no parole 
for Race 


Dartmouth man sentenced 
for 2007 killing of N.Y. father 


Glen Race was sentenced 
to life without parole 
Thursday for killing New 
York State resident Darcy 
Manor in 2007. 

The 27-year-old Dart¬ 
mouth man didn’t react 
when a Clinton County, 
N.Y., judge announced his 
fate before a packed court¬ 
room. _ 

After a Sep¬ 
tember bench 
trial, Race was 
found guilty of 
first-degree 
murder, first- 
degree burgla¬ 
ry and three 
counts of 
fourth-degree 
grand larceny 
in connection 
with Manor’s 
death. 

Manor, a 35- 
year-old mar¬ 
ried father of two, was shot 
in the back as he worked at 
a private Mooers camp 
where Race was hiding out 
as he fled from allegedly 
killing two Nova Scotian 
men. He’s still charged 
with killing Trevor Charles 
Brewster, 45, of Cole Har¬ 
bour, and Michael Paul 
Knott, 44, of Timberlea, in 
May 2007. 

Race was taken into cus¬ 
tody near the Mexican bor¬ 


der a few days after the 
New York murder. 

Manor’s family and dis¬ 
trict attorney Andrew 
Wylie pushed for the harsh¬ 
est sentence possible, say¬ 
ing Race’s crimes were too 
brutal and calculated to 
grant leniency. 

Despite 


“What you’re 
trying to do is 
bring closure to 
the cases back (in 
Nova Scotia). 
We’re all ready to 
go if and when 
he does get back 
here.” 

Joel Pink, 

Race's N.S. lawyer 


being found 
guilty of all 
charges, Race 
could still see a 
Canadian 
courtroom. But 
it would likely 
be months or 
years down the 
road. His local 
lawyer Joel 
Pink said it 
would proba¬ 
bly be years be¬ 
fore Washing¬ 
ton agreed to 
extradite Race 
to Canada. 

Pink said Race would first 
have to exhaust the appeal 
process in the United 
States. If he is eventually 
tried here, Pink will argue 
he is not criminally respon¬ 
sible. 

“What you’re trying to do 
is bring closure to the cases 
back here. We’re all ready 
to go if and when he does 
get back here,” said Pink. 

PLATTSBURGH PRESS-REPUBLICAN 
AND PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 
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WHAT'S ONLINE TODAY 


Video Canadian student 
gets personal invitation to in¬ 
auguration at metronews.ca/ 
Canada 

Video No shortage of politi¬ 
cians' demands from the fed¬ 
eral purse at metronews.ca/ 
Canada 

Video Obama 
brings “man of the 
people'' image to 
D.C. at metro 
news.ca/world 



News in brief 


COMPLAINTS Scotia Recycling 
president Dwight Whynot de¬ 
fended his Stellarton facility 
Thursday after complaints 
from town councillors about 
the amount of recycling bags 
piled outside the building. “I 
haven't had any complaints 
from anybody in Stellarton," he 
said. Responding to complaints 
of rats around the facility, Why¬ 
not said a pest-control firm 
does weekly checks and hasn't 
found a rodent problem. He al¬ 
so said vermin seen in the area 
aren't necessarily connected to 
Scotia Recycling, metro Halifax 



Beauty and the Beast Choir of fittings 


Green 

stategy 

expected 

Friday 


Taylor Oakie, right, is sized for her costume by choreographer Jody Bucci on Thursday. Oakie will 
be a member of the choir in an upcoming production of Beauty and the Beast at C.P. Allen High 
School in Bedford. 


Opposition MPs rally for shipbuilding 
to be including in recession spending 



Liberal MP Geoff Regan, with the red scarf, takes questions from 
reporters while surrounded by shipbuilders Thursday morning 
at the Halifax Shipyard. 


PAUL MCLEOD 
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infrastructure Opposition 
MPs from across the 
province got together in 
the frigid cold Thursday 
morning to call for Ottawa 
to revitalize shipbuilding 
in Canada. 

The politicians were 
joined by shipbuilders 
who rallied for infrastruc¬ 
ture funding at the Hali¬ 
fax Shipyard in weather 
that reached -24 C with 
wind chill. 

“There was an attitude 
once in this country that 
shipbuilding was a sunset 
industry. We believe we’ve 
turned that attitude 
around,” said NDP MP Pe¬ 
ter Stoffer. 

Stoffer was joined by 
Liberal MP Geoff Regan, 
independent MP 
Bill Casey and 
fellow NDP MP 
Megan Leslie. 

With infra¬ 
structure spend¬ 
ing being one of 
the main priori¬ 
ties to fight a re¬ 
cession, many 
industries have 
started lobbying to be re¬ 
cipients. 

The opposition MPs ar¬ 
gued funding shipbuilding 
would boost the economy 
by bringing money that 


had been flowing else¬ 
where back into Canada. 

“We have over $22 bil¬ 
lion worth of work being 
done in this country re¬ 
placing, up¬ 
grading and fix¬ 
ing military, 
coast guard, 
laker fleet and 
our ferry 

fleets,” said 
Stoffer. 

“We believe 
we have the 
companies, we 
have the expertise, we 
have the workers.” 

Union members said the 
shipyard currently has 300 
people working and at 
least that many out of 


work. They said new proj¬ 
ects could bring hundreds 
of people back to Nova 
Scotia. 

“If your tax dollars are 
going back into your com¬ 
munity, why would you 
want to send them over¬ 
seas?” said James Vaslet of 
the Marine Workers Feder¬ 
ation. 

“For every dollar you 
spend you’re getting 75 
cents, of it back in your 
own economy. Why would 
you build them anywhere 
else?” 


ShareYourViews 

ha lifaxlettersO metronews.ca 


province After many years 
of buildup, the province’s 
climate change plan will be 
released Friday. But the 
question remains whether 
it will live up to its lofty ex¬ 
pectations. 

The Ecology Action Cen¬ 
tre (EAC) sent out a news 
release Thursday saying the 
plan will have to be drastic 
for Nova Scotia to meet its 
goals. 

The province’s Environ¬ 
mental Goals and Sustain¬ 
able Prosperity Act states 
the province will “demon¬ 
strate international leader¬ 
ship by having one of the 
cleanest and most sustain¬ 
able environments in the 
world by 2020.” 

According to the EAC, 
the province has “a long 
way to go before achieving 
this goal.” 

They say the province 
needs to revamp its 
infrastructure for a low-car¬ 
bon economy, install hard 
greenhouse-gas caps and 
fund sustainable 
transportation, among oth¬ 
er things. 

The new Environment 
minister, David Morse, said 
he can’t say whether the 
EAC will be happy with the 
plan. But he is. 

“They’re going to have to 
answer that question, but 
there was extensive public 
consultation that went into 
the plan,” he said. 

“This is just huge. Nova 
Scotia has a role to play, 
just like every other juris¬ 
diction in the world. And 
we’re going to play our 
role.” 

The plan has been in the 
works for years. Morse said 
the plan being released Fri¬ 
day wouldn’t have been 
possible years ago. He said 
cabinet used to be much 
more skeptical of climate- 
change issues, but the cul¬ 
tural shift toward green 
awareness has changed 
that. 

“We were elected 2 / 
years ago. It’ll be shown 
that we’ve come miles in 
that period of time,” said 
Morse. “There’s been such 
a change in the public that 
they are now demanding 
these changes.” 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 


^ /\/\ The number 
3 \J\J of people 
working at the Hali¬ 
fax Shipyard as well 
as the number of 
workers out of work, 
according to union 
members. 
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When you need a little more than love to keep you warm 

Looking for a little extra warmth during the cold snap? Don't get burned, says the Red Cross: Keep space heaters at least one metre away 
from wood or cloth, and turn them off when you sleep. Dressing in layers means more warmth than one heavy coat. metro Halifax 




The Universite de Moncton's Office 
of Part-Time Studies is offering 
French as a Second Language 
course on-line! 


2009 NEW 
ACCENT 3 DOOR 


* Dual front airbags 

* 8-way adjustable driver’s seat 

* Rear adjustable head restraints 

* 60/40 split fold-down rear seat 

* AM/FM/CD/MP3 Player 


$ 9,995 

^ Plus taxes, and D&D 


» 5 Speed 
» Power Steering 
» GOOD SUPPLY IN STOCK 


<@> HYurmm 


■52*Bi-Weekly 

Tax included 


CHOOSE ONE OF OUR MANY OTHER MODELS AND GET 


Spaces are filling fast! 

Starting January 19, 2009 - FRLS1501 French level 1 
To view our demo visit www.umoncton.ca/edperm-english 


Spryfield fire 
'suspicious/ 
officials say 


Insurance cap hurts, say victims 


JENNIFERTAPLIN 
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skills in the areas of listening, speaking, 
reading and writing? 


investigation The fire that 
trapped several people on 
the third floor of a 
Spryfield apartment build¬ 
ing Wednesday was 
deemed suspicious. 

Fire investigators turned 
the case over to police 
yesterday. 

A fire broke out on the 
third floor of the 
apartment building at 538 
Herring Cove Rd. on 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 
Firefighters used ladders 
to rescue five people who 
couldn’t use the hallways 
because of intense smoke 
and flames. 

Several people were tak¬ 
en to the hospital with mi¬ 
nor injuries and smoke in¬ 
halation. 

“I can’t say what it was 
that led investigators to 
believe it was (suspicious) 
because that’s sensitive in¬ 
formation to the investiga¬ 
tion,” said Const. Jeff Carr 
with the Halifax Regional 
Police. There were no 
arrests yet, he added. 


An unmanned truck hit 
Marilyn Brown and her 
five-year-old son Dylan 
three years ago, and it’s 
still costing her. 

Brown was in a driveway 
of a friend’s house in Feb¬ 
ruary 2006 when an un¬ 
manned truck burst out of 
a garage nearby. 

“It ran over my son and I 
ran to get him and it ran 
over me. It smashed into 
my car and pushed it up a 
hill,” she said. 

Brown said she doesn’t 
know what happened, just 
that the man who started 
the car was in the garage 
when the truck lurched 
forward. Her car was fixed, 
but she said the trauma 
and aftermath weren’t ful¬ 
ly paid for. 

“It cost me an incredible 
amount of brain cells 
watching my son get run 
over,” she said. “And I was¬ 
n’t able to work for six 
months.” 

Soon after the province 
set a cap of $2,500 on most 
auto-related injuries in 


Anna Marie MacDonald, from left, Susan Hanrahan and Marilyn Brown held a news conference Thursday. The Nova Scotia Coalition 
Against No-Fault Insurance announced it's appealing a Supreme Court decision upholding a $2,500 cap for some car-accident injuries. 


NEW! 

French as a second 
language on-line! 


Insurance Bureau of Canada 


• Bill Adams, regional vice- 
president of the Insurance Bu¬ 
reau of Canada, said yesterday 
he wanted to clear up a mis- 
communication. 

Victims of collisions can ac¬ 
cess medical treatment and 
get compensation for being 
off work. The $2,500 is just a 

years, but it will be worth 
it. 

“It’s very financially frus¬ 
trating because you have 
to pay for your medical 
costs,” she said, adding the 
$2,500 didn’t even pay for 


cap on what victims can sue 
for under pain and suffering 
for minor injuries, he said. 

“There appears to be a sig¬ 
nificant amount of misinfor¬ 
mation and misunderstan¬ 
ding by Nova Scotians over 
what's covered under this 
cap/' Adams said. 

all of her chiropractic 
treatments. 

Luckily, the victims are 
not overwhelmed by legal 
costs: Their lawyer, Barry 
Mason, is working on this 
case for free. 


Do you want to develop your language 


Court on Monday. A 
spokesperson for the group 
said Thursday they’re ap¬ 
pealing the decision. 

“It is our strong belief 
that Justice (Walter) Good- 
fellow’s decision is out of 
step with the treatment of 
injury victims across the 
country,” said Susan Han¬ 
rahan, chair of the Nova 
Scotia Coalition Against 
No-Fault Insurance. 

“We knew whatever the 
decision was, there would 
be an appeal.” 

Anna Marie MacDonald, 
a victim of three car acci¬ 
dents, said an appeal will 
likely take several more 


2003, a group of victims 
launched a challenge. They 
said the legislation discrimi¬ 
nated against people suffer¬ 
ing from certain injuries, 
but their case was rejected 
at Nova Scotia Supreme 



UNIVERSITE DE MONCTON 
CAMPUS DE MONCTON 


Education permanente 


Information / Registration: 

506 858-4121 

edperm@umoncton.ca 

www.umoncton.ca/edperm-english 


CASH UP TO 


$3000 “ 0 % n ™ $ 0= 

WOW THAT’S SMART | ■ _ 

QBS3SMS DARTMOUTH HYUNDAI 465-7500 


Ask about our 
NEW “Walk Away 
Program” 


60 Baker Drive, Dartmouth, NS toll free 1-800-565-8003 

*see dealer for details 
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THE BAY 
CLEARANCE! 

30%-70% OFF 

• Women’s, men’s, kids’ & infants’ fashions, men’s underwe; 
women’s intimates, women’s & men’s sleepwear & robes 

• Watches and fine & fashion jewellery 

Fine jewellery includes gold, diamond, gemstone, cubic zirconia & cultured pearl jewellery. 

• Buy one, get one 50% off all clearance shoes 

Second item must be of equal or lesser value. 
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Prices as marked. Selection will vary by store. 


AN EXTRA 40% OFF 

Previously-reduced dinnerware, stemware, 
housewares, knives, bedding, towels, 
pillows, decorative accessories, 
rugs & window coverings Off our last ticketed prices. 


AN EXTRA 30% OFF 

Women’s clearance-priced 
wallets & handbags 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


PLUS SAVE THIS WEEKEND! Friday, Jan. 16th to Sunday, Jan. 18th 



30% OFF 

MEN’S CASUAL PANTS 

BY IZOD, HAGGAR, SAVANE, 

LEE & PERRY ELLIS PORTFOLIO 

Also, 30% OFF 

All men’s dress pants 

Excludes Hudson Room & The West End Shop. 


L 
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W»MO. 

c 
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15% OFF 

ALL SMALL APPLIANCES 

BY KITCHENAID, CUISINART, 
BEAUMARK®, HAMILTON BEACH, 
DELONGHI, KRUPS & MORE 



40% OFF 

ALL TOWELS 

BY DISTINCTLY HOME EUROPEAN 
COLLECTION, 

DISTINCTLY HOME BASIC & 

GLUCKSTEINHOME 

HERRINGBONE 

Bath size: Reg. $8.99 Sale $5.39 




20% OFF ALL FREEZERS 

BONUS: FREE FOODSAVER with 
any FRIGIDAIRE or BEAUMARK 
EnergyStar Freezer purchase + 

Shown: Beaumark® 9 cu. ft. chest freezer. 

Model #: 72640212. Reg. $439.99 Sale $351.99 

SAVE $88 

+ See in-store for details. While supplies last. 


n 



50%-65% OFF 

ALL LUGGAGE 

BY AIR CANADA, TRAVELPRO, 
SAMSONITE, EDDIE BAUER, 
RICARDO BEVERLY HILLS & MORE 
Reg. $25-$700 Sale $10-$350 
Excludes any 97C price endings. 



$1800 OFF 

$1198 

SIMMONS BEAUTYREST 
CLASSIC OPAL COMFORT 
TOP QUEEN SIZE 
MATTRESS SET 

Reg. $2998 



50% OFF + 

ALL COOKWARE SETS 


Plus, 25% OFF* 

Open-stock cookware 

20% OFF 

Cookware BY CALPHALON & LE CREUSET 
Excludes Calphalon, Le Creuset & ALL-CLAD. 


20% OFF 

ALL MANUFACTURER’S 
SPECIALS IN WATCHES, 
GOLD, DIAMOND, 
GEMSTONE, 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
& CULTURED 
PEARL JEWELLERY 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


"Credit = 50 x $ amount x 10. Excludes furniture, major appliances, mattresses and electronics. Other exceptions apply. See in-store for details. Cannot be combined with any other Hbc Rewards offer. 

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced. Power Buys. Manager's Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, Vera Wang and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. When you see "POWER 
BUY" or "MANAGER'S SPECIAL" you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or 
a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Managers Specials and items located in any "Style Outlet' in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store - no rainchecks or substitutions. When we say "PRICE CUT”, we mean the existing everyday 
price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 
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Some focus on the little 
things, we like to focus 
on everything. 


Ktait with Toyota and our legendary 
Smart attention to detail. 

I_ 


Lease from 


Or finance from 


$ 209 

Per Month 
(48 Mo.)* 


CITY: 35 mpg, 8.1 L/IOOkm 
& HWY: 46 mpg, 6.2L/100km t 


2 . 9 “ 

$ 500 ‘* 

Gas Gift Card 
or cash equivalent 




Lease from 

$ 289 

Per Month 

(48 Mo.)* 

CITY: 30 mpg, 9.5L/100km 
" HWY: 46 mpg, 6.2L/100km t 


Or finance from 

1 . 9 “ 

’ 500 " 

Gas Gift Card 
or cash equivalent 


Lease from 

159 

Per Month 

(60 Mo.)* 

CITY: 41 mpg, 6.9L/100km 
** HWY: 51 mpg, 5.5L/100km 


Or finance from 

2 . 9 “ 

‘ 250 " 

Gas Gift Card 
or cash equivalent 



90 days no payments, 

60 days no interest on all purchases; 



CASH EQUIVALENT AMOUNTS APPLIED TO PAYMENTS ¥ 


Visit your Atlantic Toyota Dealer. 


[ 


®TOYOTA 

make things better 


atlantictoyota.ca 




***Make No Payments for 90 Days when you purchase finance a new unregistered 2008 or 2009 Toyota vehicle through Toyota Financial Services. Offer applies on approved credit to retail customers who purchase and 
take delivery by February 2,2009. The first monthly payment will be deferred for 60 days (until the 90th day of the contract) and finance contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue during the 
first 60 days of the contract. After 60 days, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract. 112009 Matrix MSRP of $15,975 based on model KU40EM-A/2009 
Yaris Hatchback MSRP of $13,315 based on model JT923M-A/2009 Camry MSRP of $24,400 based on model BE46KP-A. Leasing/financing plans from Toyota Financial Services. *Matrix/Yaris Hatchback CE/Camry 
LE lease based on a 48/60/48-month walk away lease and lease rate of 3.9%/3.9%/3.9% (Models KU40EP-B/JT923M-A/BE46KP-A). First payment is due on delivery. Total lease obligation for Matrix/Yaris Hatchback 
CE/Camry LE of $13,292 with $3,260 down includes manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes/$11,075 with $1,535 down includes manufacturer contribution of $250 plus taxes/$16,762 with $2,890 down 
includes manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes or with $0 down $13,584 includes manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes/$11,280 includes manufacturer contribution of $250 plus taxes/$16,992 includes 
manufacturer contribution of $500 plus taxes. Purchase option price of $8,951.60/$4,926.55/$10,062 based on 96,000/120,000/96,000 kms. Lease includes a maximum of $1,270/$1,220/$1,370 for freight & P.D.E. 
¥Lease payments are not valid with Gas Gift Card. 10r choose 2.9%/2.9%/1.9% financing available up to 36 months. Finance example for Matrix/Yaris Hatchback CE/Camry LE: $15,000/$20,000/$15,000 based on 
2.9%/2.9%/1.9% per annum, equals $435.56/$435.56/$571.98 per month for 36 months. Cost of borrowing is $680.16/$680.16/$591.28 for a total obligation of $15,680.16/$15,680.16/$20,591.28. **Gas Gift 
Card applicable on select 2008 and 2009 models for limited time only. $5,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 4Runner/$4,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 Tundra/$3,000 gas gift card or cash 
equivalent on 2008 Sienna and 2008 Solara/$1,500 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2009 Camry (V6 only)/$1,000 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 Sequoia/$500 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2008 
RAV4,2008 Highlander, 2009 Corolla, 2009 Matrix, 2009 Camry (excluding V6 and Hybrid) and 2009 RAV4/$250 gas gift card or cash equivalent on 2009 Yaris Hatchback and 2009 Yaris. All vehicle leases exclude 
license, registration, insurance and applicable taxes. IMatrix/Camry LE fuel economy based on automatic transmission. Yaris Hatchback CE fuel economy based on manual transmission. Individual dealer may sell/lease 
for less. Vehicles may not be exactly as shown. Offers valid until February 2,2009. See your participating Toyota dealer for details. 



MacGillivray 
has no plans 
to retire yet 

Trade Centre boss coy about future 


XCQ 

RACHEL BOOMER 

racheLboomer(§metronews.ca 


“I’ve had a couple 
of offers to do 
things nationally. 
But Halifax is my 
home, and I’m not 
leaving.” 

Fred MacGillivray 

many of the larger events 
the city has hosted, such 
as the 2008 world junior 
hockey championships, 
which put Halifax on the 
national stage. 

MacGillivray 
said one of the 
bigger disap¬ 
pointments of 
his career was 
the province and 
the city’s deci¬ 
sion to cancel 
Halifax’s bid for 
the 2014 Com¬ 
monwealth 
Games. He said 
hosting the 
Games would 
have brought 
badly needed infrastruc¬ 
ture and international at¬ 
tention. 

“A city this size doesn’t 
get a chance very often in 
its life. I felt that was 
ours,” MacGillivray said. 


Fred MacGillivray may 
be leaving his job, but 
the 63-year-old definite¬ 
ly isn’t retiring. 

The high-profile head 
of Trade Centre Ltd. says 
when his job winds up at 
the end of March, he’ll 
head to his Florida vaca¬ 
tion home and consider 
several offers he’s had. 

“I’ve had a couple of of¬ 
fers to do things national¬ 
ly. But Halifax is 
my home, and 
I’m not leaving,” 

MacGillivray said 
yesterday. 

Asked if he’d 
consider running 
for office, 

MacGillivray was 
equally coy. 

“At this stage of 
my life, I would 
not close the door Fred MacGillivray 
on anything.” 

MacGillivray 

has been an unabashed 
promoter of Halifax 
events since he took the 
job in 1994. People grum¬ 
bled about his ego — and 
his sizeable pension — 
but he got the credit for 



News in brief 


FINANCES The Town of Tren¬ 
ton finished the 2007-08 fiscal 
year $23,000 in the red. That 
was mainly due to payouts in¬ 
to the pension of former 
town clerk Robin Campbell, 
said acting CAO Cathy 
MacGillivray. The town spent 
$1.4 million on police and fire 
protection and $1.2 million 
on public works. Trenton 
brought in $3.1 million in tax¬ 
es, $332,000 from the water 
utility, $ 334,000 in sales and 
services monies and close to 
$ 500,000 in transfers from 
various levels of government. 
Otherwise, the town is in 
good financial shape, said 
Ben Cullen of auditor Grant 
Thornton. 

LIVERPOOL The sale of the 
long-vacant Thorne’s Hard¬ 
ware building in Liverpool is 
at the final paperwork stage 
of a sale, says Walt MacDon¬ 
ald of Walt MacDonald Real 
Estate. However, no firm date 
can be given for the closing. 
An Irving Oil company 
currently owns the building. 

A developer or development 
company is purchasing the 
building for mixed-use com¬ 
mercial purposes. But 


MacDonald, for confidentiali¬ 
ty reasons, cannot release any 
details. He says, however, res¬ 
idents will be excited about 
the building's future. The 
Main Street building, and its 
6,800 square feet of space, 
has been vacant for more 
than a decade. 

ECONOMY Pity the car dealers 
in Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Quebec and New 
Brunswick: These three 
provinces posted the biggest 
drop in new-vehicle sales in 
November 2008. Sales 
dropped in nine provinces. 
Across Canada, North Ameri¬ 
can-built car sales dropped 
13.2 per cent, while overseas 
car sales dropped 3.2 per 
cent. 

EDUCATION If there's no new 
money for public education 
this year, there'll be “serious 
reductions” in staff and pro¬ 
grams, warn unions and edu¬ 
cation groups. Ron Marks, 
president of the Nova Scotia 
School Boards Association, 
said yesterday the province 
needs to add 4-5 per cent to 
public-school education in the 
2009 budget. metro Halifax 
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Frigid temps requires sand 

The province has started using sand on the roads instead of salt. That's be¬ 
cause below -10 C, road salt no longer melts ice. metro Halifax 


local 7 



Patricia Pardy checks out some dresses at Felicity Bridal in Halifax. 


Getting wed without the red 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 


The grinding recession 
may be giving brides-to-be 
the wedding blues, but 
there are ways to tie the 
knot without strangling 
yourself financially. 

Patricia Pardy of Itsy- 
ourevent.com, a do-it- 
yourself wedding planning 
company in Halifax, says 
many couples are still host¬ 
ing their nuptials, but scal¬ 
ing down. 

“They’re deciding to make 
it more of an intimate af¬ 
fair,” she said. Guests cost 
$100 each on average, so if 
you drop from last year’s 150 
guests to 75, you’ve cut the 
bill in half. “The rule of 
thumb is, is it someone 
we’ve spoken to in the last 
year?” 


Make it known the venue 
is small, money is tight, and 
that you want a green wed¬ 
ding (fewer people travel¬ 
ling equals a smaller foot¬ 
print), and your aunts and 
uncles should 
understand 
why they did¬ 
n’t get an in¬ 
vite. 

Pardy offers 
DIY wedding 
workshops to 
outline the problems that 
may arise and suggest solu¬ 
tions. A key saver is negotia¬ 
tion. “People are reluctant to 
ask for special deals, but you 
can get them, especially if 
you’re not hosting your wed¬ 
ding on a Saturday or if it’s a 
different time of year, like 
Januaiy.” 

Pardy said DIY couples can 
have a great wedding and 
save up to 50 per cent with 


“They’re deciding 
to make it more of 
an intimate affair.” 

Patricia Pardy 


self-catering, mariying at a 
large house and choosing 
carefully when to go pro. 

“Making invitations your¬ 
self puts your own state¬ 
ment on it, but sometimes 
people forget 
— to put their 
own names 
on,” she said. 

Ann Grant 
of Winches¬ 
ter’s Bridals 
and Formals 
on Dresden row said busi¬ 
ness is booming. Brides and 
grooms would cut back in 
other areas before reining in 
the wedding, she said. 

“The brides are not scaling 
back; the brides are out in 
full force,” Grant said. She 
acknowledged the recession 
could affect costly destina¬ 
tion weddings, which could 
be good news for local sup¬ 
pliers. 


Do you, your brother or 
sister have Crohn's Disease? 


You are invited to join this Canada-wide research study 
to help identify the possible causes of Crohn's Disease. 

Contact us if: 

• You are the brother or sister of a Crohn's Disease patient 

• You are generally healthy 

• You are between the ages of 6 and 35 


For this study, you will be asked to: 

• Attend 2 one hour visits 

• Complete 3 questionnaires 

• Provide a blood, stool and urine sample 

Help us find the cause. 
Contact us at: www.gemproject.ca 

or 

Call: 1-866-803-9632 

THE GEM PROJECT J 


MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL \ > 

Joseph and Wolf Lebovic Health Complex 


Principal Investigator: Dr. K. Croitoru 


Funding provided by: 


A 




Searching For A Low Rate 


No Matter Where you Call, No Matter what you Pay, 

Comwave will Beat it... Guaranteed! 


tP Pakistan.5.9C 

^ Philippines.11.9C 

® Saudi Arabia ...r?r.3.9< 

® Sri Lanka.11.9C 

9 Afghanistan.24.9 C 

• Bangladesh. . fr .r.3.9 C 

Cuba.85 c 

^ Ecuador.12.9C 

_ 


S Egypt. 

.14.9C 

^ Guyana. 

.29.9C 

w India. 

.6.9C 

<£) Nepal. 


©Haiti . 

.16.9C 

® Mexico. 

2.9 C 

© Honduras.... 

.15.9C 

^ Chile. 



/, % • www.comwave.ca 

k* comwave 1 -866-519-8090 

Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote for like services. Terms and 
conditions apply. Please see www.comwave.ca for full details. 1 Home Phone Lines: ‘ Terms and conditions apply. VoIP 911 has certain limitations versus traditional 911. 


Make your long distance calls EVEN from 
your cell phone. 

Keep Your Existing Cell Phone Plan No Contracts 
Direct, "No Pin" Dialing Instant Activation 


Limited Time Offer 


Call Now And Get 

Free Long Distance To Anywhere In The World 
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New British laws could force immigrants to wait for citizenship 

Foreigners living in Britain will have to wait longer to be granted citizenship under government proposals published yesterday. Migrants would have to spend time as probationary citizens be¬ 
fore winning full citizenship. Those who show they are committed to the country — for example, by doing voluntary service — could have their probation reduced to as little as a year. Reuters 


Canada/World 


Tories say budget to 
focus on job creation 


With a deficit of up to $30 
billion in its sights, the 
Conservative government 
is sharpening its message, 
and its tone, in advance of 
what Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s office is 
now calling “one of the 
most important budgets 
in Canadian history.” 

The message: The gov¬ 
ernment gets it, and the 
opposition doesn’t. The 
tone: Unapologetic. 

Harper faces a series of 
confidence votes shortly 
after Parliament returns 
on Jan. 26. After first 
claiming Canada had 
avoided a recession, Harp¬ 


er now has to govern at a 
time when the shaky econ¬ 
omy is racking up corpo¬ 
rate and individual victims 
daily. 

In the lead-up to 
the confidence votes 
the government has 
instructed minis¬ 
ters, MPs and strate¬ 
gists to communi¬ 
cate a handful of key 
messages to Canadi¬ 
ans, their so-called 
“talking points.” 

The emphasis is 
on the budget as “a recov¬ 
ery plan,” said a senior 
Conservative source. 

As such, the government 


is dismissing opposition 
calls for long-term spend¬ 
ing measures that would 
“put our future at risk.” 

The Tories say the 
budget will fast- 
track spending on 
job-creating infra¬ 
structure projects 
like highways, 
bridges and conven¬ 
tion centres. It will 
“ensure consumer 
and business access 
to credit,” and will 
target “smart invest¬ 
ments” to help workers 
and communities depend¬ 
ent on ailing industries. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Stephen 

Harper 


Deficits will help 
fight financial 
fear: Harper 

economy Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper said 
yesterday it was worth 
running substantial budg¬ 
et deficits to sustain the 
economy at a time when 
people and businesses are 
afraid to spend and invest. 

“Because of the unprece¬ 
dented nature of the 
turmoil in global markets, 
we’re seeing a lot of mon¬ 
ey sitting on the sidelines. 
We know _ 


many peo¬ 
ple are 
afraid to 
spend. We 
know that 
businesses 
are afraid 
to invest. 

We know 
that even 
in bond 
markets, people are wor¬ 
ried about capital losses,” 
Harper said in an 
interview with the Nation¬ 
al Post newspaper. 

REUTERS 


“We’re see¬ 
ing a lot of 
money sit¬ 
ting on the 
sidelines.” 
Stephen 
Harper 


Native leaders ask Ottawa 
for $3B stimulus package 

aboriginals The economic 


crisis offers an “unprece¬ 
dented opportunity” to 
make overdue investments 
to tackle the serious prob¬ 
lems facing Canada’s abo¬ 
riginal population, native 
leaders say. 

The leaders met with the 
premiers and Prime Minis¬ 
ter Stephen Harper last 
night to make the case 
that aboriginals must get a 
share of the big-ticket 
stimulus package being 
proposed for the upcom¬ 
ing budget. 

Going into the meeting, 
Phil Fontaine, head of the 
Assembly of First Nations, 
unveiled a stimulus pro¬ 
posal to invest $3 billion in 
aboriginal priorities in¬ 
cluding infrastructure, 
such as housing, and edu¬ 
cation. 

“Our big concern now is 
that we’re in the middle of 
a crisis. Will we become an 
afterthought? I think that 
would be a real mistake if 
we were dismissed,” 


Pressing needs 

• Phil Fontaine yesterday 
presented a taste of the 
needs confronting aborigi¬ 
nals nationwide: 87,000 
new housing units, 44,000 
additional units in need of 
repair, 69 new schools, 95 
more schools that need re¬ 
pairs; 85 First Nations re¬ 
serves that require up¬ 
grades to water systems. 


Fontaine said. 

“We’re looking for fair 
treatment,” he told re¬ 
porters at a news confer¬ 
ence yesterday. 

“The problem is not an 
absence of information. 
It’s an absence of action. 
We can get shovels in the 
ground tomorrow,” Fon¬ 
taine said. 

“We can build better, 
safer homes for First Na¬ 
tions and create jobs for 
Canadians.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


ELECTRIC CARS A California 
company plans to build a net¬ 
work of stations to recharge or 
swap electric car batteries in 
Ontario, a move that could ex¬ 
pand the market for electric 
cars in Canada. Better Place 
plans to build an electric 
recharging grid that will sell 
power to motorists under a 
subscription service, similar to 
the model that cellphone com¬ 
panies use to sell airtime. Con¬ 


sumers would have the option 
of exchanging their depleted 
batteries at the company's sta¬ 
tions or recharging them at 
homes, businesses or parking 
lots equipped with the compa¬ 
ny's “power spots.'' 

SENATE Manitoba's NDP gov¬ 
ernment has decided to 
consult the public about how 
to elect candidates for the Sen¬ 
ate of Canada. A sub-commit¬ 


tee of the legislature, made up 
of New Democrats, Progressive 
Conservatives and Liberals, is 
to hold public meetings over 
the next month, CBC News On¬ 
line reports. The sub-commit¬ 
tee is scheduled to hold nine 
public meetings before it 
reports back to a special 12- 
member committee that's 
been asked to look at how sen¬ 
ators could be elected. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Hamas leader killed 

UN compound, hospital hit by Israeli rocket fire 


Israel killed a senior 
Hamas leader in an air 
strike on Thursday after 
unleashing its heaviest 
shelling of Gaza 
neighbourhoods in what 
might be a final push 
against the Islamist group 
before a ceasefire. 

Saeed Seyyam, who as 
interior minister in 
Hamas’s government over¬ 
saw 13,000 Hamas police 
and security men, was 
killed in an air strike in Ja- 
balya refugee camp, 
Hamas said. 

At least 15 Palestinians 


were killed in Israeli at¬ 
tacks in Gaza city, medical 
officials said. 

Hamas officials called 
the warfare, in which Is¬ 
raeli fire struck a UN com¬ 
pound, a hospital and a 
media building, an at¬ 
tempt to force acceptance 
of Israel’s terms for truce. 

The United Nations Re¬ 
lief and Works Agency said 
its compound, where up to 
700 Palestinians were shel¬ 
tering, was struck twice by 
Israeli fire and three staff 
members were injured. 

A rocket hit the Al- 


Gaza rockets 

• About 25 rockets fired 
from the Gaza Strip hit 
southern Israel yesterday, 
wounding six, police said. 


Shurouq Tower, where the 
Reuters bureau and other 
media offices are located. 
Gulf-based Abu Dhabi Tele¬ 
vision said it believed its 
two journalists were tar¬ 
geted by an Israeli aircraft 
as they filmed from a 14th- 
storey office. reuters 



Passengers are rescued Thursday after a U.S. Airways plane landed in the Hudson River in New 
York. A U.S. Airways jet with more than 150 people on board came down into the frigid Hudson 
River off Manhattan after apparently hitting a flock of geese. 


All safe after plane crash-lands in NY river 


emergency A U.S. Airways 
jet with more than 150 peo¬ 
ple on board came down in¬ 
to the frigid Hudson River 
off Manhattan after appar¬ 
ently hitting geese Thurs¬ 
day, and officials said every¬ 
one was safe. 

The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration confirmed 
everyone was off the plane. 
A number of people were 


injured and taken to New 
York hospitals. 

The FAA said it was in¬ 
vestigating reports that the 
Airbus A320 plane hit a 
flock of birds after taking 
off from New York’s La- 
Guardia airport. Five crew 
members and 150 passen¬ 
gers were aboard. 

Aviation experts said 
that landing a commercial 


jet on water without the 
plane breaking apart was 
extraordinary. “A water 
landing is typically even 
more destructive than a 
ground landing. It is amaz¬ 
ing an Airbus jet was able 
to land in the river without 
breaking up,” said Max 
Vermij, an Ottawa-based 
plane accident investiga¬ 
tor. REUTERS 


Bush defends controversial record 


politics U.S. President 
George W. Bush defended 
his actions to avert a col¬ 
lapse of the financial sys¬ 
tem and protect America 
from another terrorist at¬ 
tack in his televised 
farewell address Thursday. 

Five days before leaving 
the White House, Bush 
tried to define a record 
that some historians are al¬ 
ready ranking among the 
worst ever. 

“Facing the prospect of a 
financial collapse, we took 


Low approval 

• Bush will step down with 
one of the lowest public ap¬ 
proval ratings of any presi¬ 
dent in modern times — in 
the mid -20 per cent range. 

decisive measures to safe¬ 
guard our economy,” Bush 
said, referring to a govern¬ 
ment intervention he or¬ 
dered. “The toll would be 
far worse if we had not act¬ 
ed.” REUTERS 


News in brief 


CHECHNYA A Russian colonel 
jailed for murdering a Chechen 
girl was freed early from prison 
yesterday, provoking indigna¬ 
tion in Chechnya where one lo¬ 
cal official suggested he should 
be put to death. Col. Yuri 
Budanov was arrested in 2000 
and jailed for 10 years, three 
years after being found guilty 
of murdering 18-year-old Elza 
Kungayeva while on a tour of 
duty in the region, a case that 
has become a symbol of 
human-rights abuses by federal 
forces. REUTERS 


ERIC THAYER /REUTERS 
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Let the buyer beware 

Explore all avenues when looking for a 'deal' on a car 



Marketp 


f you’re looking to buy 
a car these days, you’re 
probably on a budget. 
You might be consider¬ 
ing a used car — 40 per 
cent of all cars sold in Cana¬ 
da last year had previous 
owners, and with this econ¬ 
omy, that’s expected to rise. 

So how do you make sure 
you’re getting a deal and 
that the vehicle is also safe? 
A lot of people — and deal¬ 
erships — rely on a vehicle- 
histoiy report, which is 
supposed to give you a car’s 
background (mileage, acci¬ 
dents, fire, flood and frame 
damage, etc.). In Canada, 
the most popular report is 


called Carfax (carfax.com). 
For about $40, you can run 
unlimited checks on vehi¬ 
cles for a month. 

Darren m**™™*-! 
Broclcett re¬ 
lied on Carfax 
when he 
bought a Nis¬ 
san Xterra in 
Port Coquit¬ 
lam, B.C. A 
dealership posted copies of 
Carfax reports on the web 
— so when Broclcett saw 
the truck he wanted was 
problem-free, he snapped it 
up. 

Trouble is, we’ve learned 
there can be big problems 
with Carfax. For one thing, 
it doesn’t have access to a 
lot of insurance data, so we 
discovered vehicles that 
looked good on Carfax actu¬ 
ally had frame damage. An¬ 
other big problem? Carfax 
relies on information from 
police departments, motor 
vehicle departments and so 


“And if the price is 
too good to be true 
... there’s probably 
a reason." 


on, but there can be delays 
in reporting time. Which 
means it can take months 
— even years — for trouble- 
some history 
details to 
show up in 
the database. 

After Brock¬ 
et! bought his 
truck, he no¬ 
ticed it was 
pulling to the right when 
he drove. We tracked 
Broclcett down and had his 
truck inspected by an auto- 
frame expert. He discov¬ 
ered more than $2,000 
worth of frame damage 
and said the truck wasn’t 
safe to drive. The dealer 
claimed Broclcett might 
have damaged the truck 
himself, even though it was 
clear the damage was at 
least a year old, and he had 
only had it a few months. 
So Broclcett was left with 
no recourse, except a time- 
consuming and costly legal 


battle — something he fig¬ 
ured wasn’t worth it. 

When we brought our 
concerns to Carfax, they in¬ 
sisted it’s not their fault 
that information can be 
slow to get into the system. 

So, if you want to protect 
yourself when you’re buy¬ 
ing a used car, start with a 
test drive, and make sure to 
accelerate and brake, listen¬ 
ing for odd sounds. Most 
importantly, always get 
your vehicle inspected by a 
mechanic before you put 
down any money (even if 
the dealer says that was just 
done). Check several vehi¬ 
cle-history databases and 
compare notes. 

And if the price is too 
good to be true ... there’s 
probably a reason. 


Erica Johnson is a journalist and co-host 
of CBC News: Marketplace, Canada's 
award-winning consumer affairs show. 
CBC News: Marketplace airs each Friday night 
at 8:30 p.m. (9 p.m. NST) on CBC Television. 


Views 


City hall can take a page from Rainmen 



Not only are they taller, 
but it seems the Halifax 
Rainmen run a tighter ship 
than city hall. 

The Rainmen shocked 
fans by suspending star 
player Eric Croolcshanlc for 
the season. Croolcshanlc 
had spoken out about be¬ 
ing benched and it seems 
to have led to some spat 
behind the scenes that 
ended in him being sus¬ 
pended. 

That’s what sports teams 
do. They get rid of a player 
if they don’t think he’s 
working in the best inter¬ 
ests of the team. 


Croolcshanlc has some 
things in common with 
Dartmouth Coun. Gloria 
McCluslcey. Yes, they can 
both dunlc and are strong 
rebounders. But Mc- 
Cluslcey also doesn’t like 
sitting out while her team¬ 
mates get all the action. 

Take this past Tuesday. It 
was brought up that Nep¬ 
tune Theatre doesn’t pay 
property tax. The tax 
would bankrupt the the¬ 
atre, so the exemption al¬ 
lows Halifax to have a mar¬ 
quee theatre company. 
Seems like a no-brainer. 

But McCluslcey cried 
foul. Eastern Front Theatre 
in Dartmouth doesn’t get 
the same treatment. Nor 
do tons of other deserving 
groups. Giving Neptune 
that exemption just isn’t 
fair, cried McCluslcey. 

Well, duh. 

Of course it’s not fair. 
Why should it be? Big com¬ 


panies get tax breaks if 
they create lots of jobs. 
Marquee theatre compa¬ 
nies that anchor a city’s 
arts scene get tax breaks. If 
you add a lot to a city, it 
will help you out. This is 
not news. 

And yet, council de¬ 
volved into a we-want- 
brealcs-too discussion. The 
problem is that many 
councillors — McCluslcey 
is far from alone here — 
spend too much time fo¬ 
cusing on their own dis¬ 
trict and not the whole 
picture. 

Yes, it’s nice to have lo¬ 
cal representation. You 
want your councillor to fix 
the potholes on your 
street. But when you put 
23 people into a room all 
clawing for their districts, 
getting anything done can 
become infuriating. 

To be fair, they know 
this. Councillors do tiy to 


work together, but we still 
see things like Neptune 
Theatre being leveraged 
for tax breaks in other dis¬ 
tricts. 

This is more difficult 
than we’re making it. 
Council should be 
chopped, more or less, in 
half. Calgary has 14 coun¬ 
cillors — aldermen, actual¬ 
ly — and a mayor. Edmon¬ 
ton has 13 including the 
mayor. Victoria, similar in 
size to Halifax, has eight 
councillors and a mayor. 

And yet HRM has to deal 
with 23 conflicting inter¬ 
ests. Even some councillors 
are openly campaigning 
for it to be cut down. 
Sometimes, less is more. 
Then again, we’ll see what 
happens to the Rainmen 
this season. 


Paul McLeod is a staff reporter at Metro 
Halifax. He is currently in rehab for being 
a political junkie. It's going badly. 
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Letters 


Fighting in hockey will only 
lead to more tragedies 


When you watch the news 
and hear a child has died, 
it is a tragedy. As a mother, 
it is even worse when you 
hear that child was playing 
sports when it happened 
— it could have been pre¬ 
vented. A child died in 
vain. 

As a mother, I would pro¬ 
hibit my children from 
playing hockey until fight¬ 
ing in sports is forbidden. 

Wake up, Canada! Wake 
up, parents and raise your 
voices! 

Does Jim Van Horne, in 
his elusive story about how 
he is a lover of fighting in 


hockey, think it is worth 
his children’s lives as well? 

Why is aggression in 
sports allowed? Aggression 
in other aspects of life is 
frowned upon and reason 
to be sent to a specialist. 
Van Horne should book an 
appointment with one as 
well. 

His last statement, 
“fighting is a part of hock¬ 
ey, always has been and al¬ 
ways should be” is good 
enough for some psycholo¬ 
gist to examine his brain. 

As long as we have peo¬ 
ple thinking like Van 
Horne, we will have avoid¬ 
able tragedies. 

ALEKSANDRA SKORIC, 
GUELPH, ONT. 


Quote of the Day 


“A water landing is typically 
even more destructive than a 
ground landing. It is amazing 
an Airbus jet was able to land in 
the river without breaking up” 

— Max Vermij, an air-accident investigator with Accident Cause 
Analysis of Ottawa, on yesterday’s crash in the Hudson River. 

REUTERS 


ShareYourViews 

ha lifax letters @ metronews.ca 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxlettersQmetronews.ca 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, NS B3K 0B5; Tel: 902-444-4444; Fax: 902-422-5610; Advertising: 902-421-5824 • adinfohalifax@metronews.ca; halifax_distribution@metronews.ca; News: rachel.boomer@metronews.ca 
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Apple falls as Jobs takes leave 


Beermakers lose 
fizz in slowdown 

BEVERAGES TWO of the 

world’s biggest brewers 
showed signs of suffering 
in the global slowdown 
yesterday. Copenhagen, 
Denmark-based Carlsberg 
is to cut 270 jobs in 
Denmark, Norway and the 
Baltic States, while Lon- 
don-based SABMiller, the 
brewer of Peroni, Grolsch 
and Pilsner Urquell, 
suffered lower sales in 
some markets. reuters 


markets Apple Inc. chief 
Steve Jobs will take a leave 
of absence until the end of 
June because of health 
problems “more complex” 
than thought, stunning in¬ 
vestors and sending shares 
skidding 10 per cent. 

Jobs, a pancreatic cancer 
survivor, dropped his 
bombshell on Wednesday 
— only nine days after he 
soothed jumpy investors 
by saying his dramatic 
weight loss over the past 


seven months was due to a 
treatable hormone imbal¬ 
ance. He had promised to 
remain at the helm 
throughout his treatment. 

Jobs, 53, vowed to re¬ 
main involved in major 
strategic decisions. Chief 
operating officer Tim Cook 
will take over day-to-day 
operations in what experts 
say could be a dress re¬ 
hearsal for a more perma¬ 
nent CEO performance. 

REUTERS 


Pack your TV with the Power of 

Endless Entertainment. 



EastLink Digital Cable 


FREE 

INSTALLATION 


More Choice — Enjoy access to over 
a hundred specialty channels, Pay- 
Per-View movies and events, Digital 
Theme Paks and a great selection of 
HD Channels . 1 

More Convenience — Watch the best 
movies and series at the push of a 
button with EastLink OnDemand . 2 

More Control — Make it TV on your 
time with an EastLink DVR. Record, 
pause and rewind live TV — even fast- 
forward through recorded programs. 


Call 453-2800 to order or visit eastlink.ca for details. 


jD: 



eastlink.ca 


EASTLINK 

It's that easy.™ 


EastLink Store Halifax Shopping Centre EastLink Store Mic Mac Mall EastLink Store 367 Sackville Dr. 


1. Call or visit eastlink.ca for availability in your area. 2. Call or visit eastlink.ca for availability in your area. 3. EastLink’s Digital Cable 
installation offer is available to new or existing EastLink customers. Monthly rental fees for HD/DVR boxes apply. The rental fee for 
your first basic Digital Cable box is included. Offer available for a limited time. Some conditions apply. Call for details and availability 
in your area. All information deemed correct at time of printing. 


Weekend, January 16-18,2009 

Global oil demand shrinks 

OPEC said oil demand will contract more than expected this year, by 180,000 barrels 
per day in 2009 , 30,000 bpd more than its previous forecast, reuters 



Time for Nortel CEO 
to fall on his sword? 


With Nortel Networks 
Corp. in bankruptcy 
protection and its future 
uncertain, some observers 
are saying it’s time for CEO 
Mike Zafirovski to fall on 
his sword when it comes 
to hefty executive- 
compensation packages 
and perks such as use of 
the corporate jet. 

Nortel paid millions to 
entice Zafirovski to take the 
top job at the Toronto-based 
maker of telecommunica¬ 


tions gear in 2005. It even 
forked over an extra $11.5 
million US to settle a law¬ 
suit with his former em¬ 
ployer, Motorola Inc. 

At the time, Nortel justi¬ 
fied the extra expense be¬ 
cause of the key role 
Zafirovski played in turn¬ 
ing around Motorola’s 
handset business. 

But, as this week’s bank¬ 
ruptcy filing demonstrat¬ 
ed, Zafirovski has so far 
been unable to work the 


same sort of magic at Nor¬ 
tel, which has lost nearly 
$7 billion during his 
tenure despite a massive 
restructuring that includ¬ 
ed thousands of job cuts 
and a refocusing of the 
business. 

“I think that the right 
thing to do is step up to 
the plate and take a signifi¬ 
cant cut in compensation,” 
said Karl Moore, a business 
professor at McGill Univer¬ 
sity. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Business in brief 


WIRELESS The Advertising 
Standards Canada regulatory 
body has decided Bell's claim 
that it has “the fastest and 
largest network across North 
America'' was inaccurate, after 


a complaint filed by Rogers, 
stating that its was the fastest 
network. Bell's ads continue to 


TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


POLLUTION The computing in¬ 


dustry is starting to rival avia¬ 
tion as a major contributor to 
carbon emissions, increasing 
its output from a current two 
per cent to an additional six 
per cent each year. reuters 



HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


RLL NEW iMHC 15 HERE! 


Simply stunning 

• 20- and 24-inch glossy widescreen 

• Massive storage! up to 1Tb 
The best iMac graphics yet 

From 


$1299 


i « 



iWORK ‘09 IS HERE! 


iWiik 


Documents, Spreadsheets, Presentations 
The Mac Way! 

Pages is both a streamlined word processor_ 

and an easy-to-use page layout tool. I ° n| y 

With great-looking templates, 
easy-to-create formulas, & dynamic tables 
and charts, spreadsheets suddenly make perfect sense. 
Keynote, the world most advanced presentation tool. 


$99 


WORK BIO! INFOCUS! 


Infocus IN2102EP Projector 

• outstanding feature-set with SVGA 
native resolution of 800x600 


* Super bright images powered by I 
2500 Lumens 



$649 


LG BLU-RRY PLRYER 

PLRY BLU RRY MOVIES RT HOME 


IGMEGR PRESTIGE 

HI-SPEED USB Z.O, 500CB 



you can watch 
ray movie an your PC 


rSPECIAL I 


$169 



$129. 9 ‘ 


WE SPEAK PLAIN ENGLISH, TECHNO BABBLE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST! 


50 Akerley Blvd. 
Dartmouth, NS 
468.PCPR (7237) 


2760 Robie Street 
Halifax, NS 

455.HELP (4357) 


515 Kennedy Drive 
Dieppe, NB 
860.PCDR (7237) 


16 Stavanger Dr. 
St. John’$, NL 

579.PCPR (7237) 


103 S. Albion St. 
Amher$t, NS 

660.PCDR (7237) 
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California-style Winter Classic? 

The Rose Bowlin Pasadena, Calif., Dodger Stadium and Las Vegas are being considered for future NHL outdoor games, NHL COO John Collins told Bloomberg News. Refrigeration 
technology could be employed to make ice in warmer climates. Collins also said New York, Boston and Toronto could be considered, metro news services 
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Canuck posts fastest run 


Canadian Kelly VanderBeek, left, posted the fastest time in a 
women’s World Cup downhill training run Thursday. The Kitchener, 
Ont., native had a time of one minute, 51.21 seconds to edge 
Marie Marchand-Arvier of France. The World Cup event in Austria 
:p!t consists of a super-combined race on Saturday and a downhill 
^ on Sunday. metro news services 


Berger: One peeved punter 


-he only Canadian 

player in the NFL’s 
conference finals 
Sunday is em¬ 
broiled in a bizarre 
controversy. The reason? An 
opponent spit in his mouth 
during a game a month ago. 

In his previous 13 NFL sea¬ 
sons, Mitch Berger of Kam¬ 
loops, B.C., was more or less 
your typical punter and 
place-kicking holder — qui¬ 
et, mostly unassuming and 
way, way out of the lime¬ 
light. Near the end of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers’ 13-9 tri¬ 
umph in Baltimore last 
month, however, the 
Ravens’ Frank Walker had 
what he subsequently called 
a “slobber moment” and 
spit at Berger. 

Walker claimed it was ac¬ 
cidental. Berger insisted it 
was deliberate. The NFL did¬ 
n’t discipline Walker, ex¬ 
plaining it couldn’t find vi¬ 
sual evidence of the dastard¬ 
ly deed. Berger remains 


Road warriors? 


• Although they're visiting 
the Cardinals in Arizona for 
Sunday's NFC final, the 
Philadelphia Eagles are 
drawing interest from the 
betting public and have 
been bumped to four-point 
favourites. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers are six-point 
favourites at home for Sun¬ 
day's AFC final against the 
Baltimore Ravens. 



ticked. Oh, and the Ravens 
visit Pittsburgh for Sunday’s 
AFC final. 

In the Dec. 14 game, 
Walker “dove and tried to 
take out a knee (of Steelers 
place-lciclcer Jeff Reed),” 
Berger told me yesterday. “I 
went over there and he got 
up, turned around and spit 
right in my mouth. He got 
no penalty, nothing. I can’t 
forget it. I’m not saying I’ll 
get him back, but...” 

Walker told reporters he’s 
prepared for revenge tac¬ 
tics, but added: “It doesn’t 
even matter. I won’t be hid¬ 
ing.” 

• Walker, incidentally, is 
ordinarily a special-teams 
player but would start at 
comerbaclc in Pittsburgh if 
veteran Samari Rolle (groin) 
can’t play. Ravens defensive 
lineman Terrell Suggs 
(shoulder) might need to sit 
out, too. He’d be replaced by 
three players, including con¬ 
verted tight end Edgar 
Jones. 

• Unruly behaviour in the 
stands Sunday will be moni¬ 
tored in unprecedented 
fashion in both Pittsburgh 
and Arizona (where the Car¬ 



Canadian punter Mitch Berger of the Steelers, right, says Balti¬ 
more's Frank Walker spat at him during a Dec. 14 game. 


dinals entertain the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the 
NFC final), thanks to a new 
security system. Fans irked 
by their neighbours’ mis¬ 
conduct can simply text 
message their complaints, 
and action will promptly be 
taken. 

“This feature allows spec¬ 
tators to report those 
around them, without di¬ 
rectly confronting them or 
visibly reporting them to se¬ 
curity personnel,” according 
to a news release from a 
spokesman for Ez Texting. 

“This anonymous report¬ 


ing forum encourages those 
who feel threatened to 
come forward, providing a 
safe haven for fans to enjoy 
the game in peace — or at 
least without those who 
take the competitive spirit 
one step too far.” 

• And, in case you missed 
it, Pittsburgh Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl plans to change 
his name to Steelerstahl, 
prompting this reaction 
from ESPN’s Tony Komheis- 
er: “This is so blatantly stu¬ 
pid and patronizing that he 
should be removed from his 
office by nightfall.” 


NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

I 

AFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

Sunday 4 p.m. 

1 

Sunday, 730 p.m. 



SCOREBOARD 


QMJHL 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 


W L OT P 


Moncton 

32 

6 

5 

69 

Cape Breton 

32 

12 

2 

66 

Saint John 

23 

19 

4 

50 

Bathurst 

17 

20 

9 

43 

P.E.I. 

16 

22 

9 

41 

HALIFAX 

12 

27 

4 

28 


SATURDAY’S GAME 
Bathurst at HALIFAX, 7 p.m. 

SUNDAY’S GAME 
Moncton at HALIFAX, 4 p.m. 


PBL 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 
W L PCT 

Halifax 3 l -750 

Montreal 2 2 .500 


Vermont l l .500 

Manchester l 2 .333 

Quebec 1 3 .250 

FRIDAY’S GAME 
HALIFAX at Vermont, 8 p.m. 

SATURDAY’S GAME 
HALIFAX at Manchester, 8 p.m. 


Sports in brief 


CHL John Tavares is day-to-day 
after hurting his right shoulder 
in the top prospects game on 
Wednesday night and was 
scratched from the London 
Knights’ lineup for their game 
against the Kitchener Rangers 


last night. 

NHL Cole Harbour’s Sidney 
Crosby has an tweaked left 
knee, and sat out of the 
Penguins' optional practice 
yesterday, metro news services 


Jazic moving 
two doors down 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(g metronews.ca 

Ante Jazic has been trad¬ 
ed to a new Major League 
Soccer team, but he does¬ 
n’t even have to pack a 
suitcase. 

The 32-year-old defend¬ 
er from Bedford con¬ 
firmed last night he has 
been traded from the Los 
Angeles Galaxy to Chivas 
USA for draft picks. Both 
teams are based in the Los 
Angeles, and both teams 
play their home games at 
Home Depot Centre. 

“I’m basically going to 
pick up my stuff and move 
it down two doors to the 
next locker room,” said 
Jazic, who doesn’t even 
need to find a new apart¬ 
ment. “If you’re going to 
get traded, I think this is 
the way to do it. I’m 
thrilled.” 

Jazic, a long-time pro 
who is entering his fourth 
MLS campaign, was team¬ 
mates with David Beck¬ 
ham with the Galaxy. He 
is coming off a tough year 
following major ankle sur¬ 


gery in December 2007, 
missing the start of last 
season and finishing with 
1,172 minutes and three 
assists in 15 games. 

“I rushed back,” Jazic 
said. “I did OK, but I think 
I can do a lot better. It’s 
not easy when you miss 
seven, eight months. In 
all, I wasn’t totally thrilled 
with the way I played.” 

The former national 
team member has spent 
the off-season trying to 
make a full recovery, and 
has noticed a big improve¬ 
ment since taking up yo¬ 
ga. 

He’s eager to participate 
in a full training camp, 
something he missed en¬ 
tirely last year. 

His agent is currently in 
contract negotiations with 
Chivas USA. 

“I had a great time with 
the Galaxy, it was a great 
experience, but life goes 
on,” Jazic said. “I’m look¬ 
ing forward to joining 
Chivas. I hear they have a 
good locker room, I like 
the way they play soccer, 
and I’m hoping to help 
them out.” 



Bedford native Ante Jazic was traded to Chivas USA. 



mm tom 


Swaindrilling Inc. 
Employment Services 


After only ONE month of graduating, 
Paul Parnell was promoted to his 
dream position from roughneck! 




2 Weeks training at Atlantic 
Petroleum Training College 

Receive Floorhand certificate 
and prepare to travel West 


©„ '■? 




Swaindrilling Inc. guarantees 
employment and flies you to your job! 
877 - 456-8333 • ( 902 ) 442-1235 
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12 sports 


Weekend of hoops 

It will be a busy weekend of Atlantic University Sport basketball in Halifax. Saint Mary's men's and women's teams host Cape Breton on Friday (6 and 8 p.m.) 
and P.E.I. on Saturday (6 and 8 p.m.), while Dalhousie hosts P.E.I. on Friday (6 and 8 p.m.) and Cape Breton on Saturday (6 and 8 p.m.). metro news services 


No regrets as Patenaude era ends 



MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


Marcel Patenaude is leav¬ 
ing the Halifax 
Mooseheads after SV 2 
seasons with his head 
held high. 

The veteran general 
manager spoke diplomati¬ 
cally on Thursday about 
being fired by the Moose- 
heads a day earlier, saying 
he has no regrets, is 
pleased with what he ac¬ 
complished, and still re¬ 
spects owner Bobby Smith 
“a whole lot.” 

Patenaude stood by his 
record of architecting 
teams that went to QMJHL 
final in 2003 and 2005, 
and defended the person¬ 
nel he put in place for last 
season’s semifinal finish. 

“In the last eight years as 
a franchise, we’ve been 
able to assemble three 
good hockey teams with 
three different coaches,” 
Patenaude said. “Obvious¬ 
ly, we fell short three 
times. 

“It’s all a question of 


ForafullQ&A with 
Patenaude, please visit 
Matthew Wuest's 
Q Files blog at 
www.metronews.ca/qfiles. 


Stransky back 

• The Halifax Mooseheads 
will get an offensive jolt this 
weekend with the return of 
right-winger Jan Stransky. 
Stransky, who had five 
points in two games after 
coming over in a trade from 
Gatineau, has served a four- 
game suspension and will 
play at home Saturday at 7 
p.m. against the Bathurst Ti¬ 
tan and Sunday at 4 p.m. 
against the Moncton Wild¬ 
cats. “It'll definitely be a 
welcome sight,'' said 
Mooseheads defenceman 
Ben MacAskill. “We've al¬ 
ready seen what he can do, 
and hopefully he can pick 
up right where he left off.'' 
The Mooseheads, who are 
12-27-2-2, will be without 
top-scoring defenceman 
Justin Pender (hip). 

feeling about what you’ve 
accomplished. I felt that 
three times we assembled 
strong teams.” 

Smith called Pate¬ 
naude’s playoff success 
rate “about what you’d ex¬ 
pect” in terms of playoff 
performance, but said he 
wanted more than that — 
he wanted a “superior 
team.” 


Since Smith took owner¬ 
ship in 2003, Patenaude 
guided the Herd to the 
President’s Cup final once 
in 2004-05. Only two 
teams, the Gatineau 
Olympiques and Moncton 
Wildcats, have done bet¬ 
ter, with two final appear¬ 
ances apiece. 

The Mooseheads have al¬ 
so won six playoff rounds 
during Smith’s five full 
seasons in charge, trailing 
only Gatineau (10), Monc¬ 
ton (8) and the Rouyn-No- 
randa Huskies (7). 

None of those stats in¬ 
clude Patenaude’s run to 
the final in 2003, just 
months before Smith 
bought the team. 

“Overall, this franchise 
has had good success in 
the playoffs compared to 
other organizations,” Pate¬ 
naude said. 

But Patenaude said he is 
accountable for not win¬ 
ning a championship dur¬ 
ing his tenure. 

“I understand why Bob¬ 
by’s upset about that, I un¬ 
derstand why some fans 
are upset about that, but 
always, my main focus was 
to win a championship,” 
Patenaude said. 

Patenaude said all his de¬ 
cisions went through 


Smith, but also said Smith 
pushed him to be a better 
GM. 

“That’s why I respect 
him,” Patenaude said. 

He said he enjoyed his 
time in Halifax and indi¬ 


cated that his track record 
is about more than wins 
and losses. 

“I’ve established (my¬ 
self) for a lot of players I 
think as a father to them, 
somebody that was always 


there for them in the good 
times and the bad times,” 
he said. 

“I always tried to give 
the best of my knowledge 
to the players and the 
coaches.” 



jQJJAD INSCRIPTIONS - MATERNELLE 

conseii scoiaire pour septembre 2009 

acadien provincial dans t outeS leS eCOleS du CSAP 

c 

L’ecole acadienne, c’est : 

GRADE PRIMARY REGISTRATION 
for September 2009 
in all CSAP schools 

An Acadian school offers : 

Une education de qualite en franpais langue premiere. 

T 

A quality education in French as a first language. 

La possibility d’acquerir une excellente maitrise du 
franqais et de l’anglais. 

T 

A possibility of acquiring an excellent mastery of French 
and English. 

Un choix de cours optionnels d’excellente qualite. 

T 

A choice of excellent quality optional courses. 

Des laboratoires d’informatique et de sciences a la fine 
pointe de la technologie. 

T 

State of the art information technology and science 

laboratories. 

Un milieu d’apprentissage dynamique ou la langue et la 
culture sont valorisees. 

T 

A dynamic learning environment where language and 
culture are highly valued. 

Un atout supplementaire au moment de s’inscrire dans une 

institution postsecondaire. 

T 

An additional asset when registering in a post secondary 
institution. 

• Ecole Beaubassin, 54 Larry-Uteck Boulevard, Bedford, 457-6810 

• Ecole Bois-Joli, 211, avenue du Portage, Dartmouth, 433-7070 

Pour etre admissible a la maternelle, l’enfant doit avoir 
atteint Page de 5 ans au plus tard le 31 decembre 

2009 . Pour plus d’information sur les criteres 
d’admission, priere de contacter 1’ecole. 

La maitrise de nos deux langues officielles 
est certainement un atout ! Venez nous 

rencontrer et vous constaterez LES 

Avantages de faire eduquer votre enfant 
dans la langue frangaise. Notre personnel 
qualifie vous attend le mardi 20 janvier 

2009 a 19 heures. Presentez-vous a Tecole 
du CSAP la plus pres de chez vous pour 
inscrire votre enfant. 

Les parents, tuteurs ou tutrices qui desirent obtenir un 
acte de naissance de la province de la Nouvelle-Ecosse 
peuvent obtenir un formulaire de demande en 
s'adressant au bureau de la direction de l'ecole. 

Children being registered at primary level must be 5 
years of age on or before December 31, 2009. For more 
information on admission criteria, please contact your 
local school 

To master both our official languages is 

certainly a plus ! Come meet with us and you 
will learn about the Advantages of having 
your child educated in the French language. 
Our qualified staff will welcome you on 
Tuesday, January 20, 2009, at 7p.m. 
Please go to the CSAP school closest to your 
home to register your child. 

Parents/Guardians who wish to obtain a Province of 

Nova Scotia birth certificate may obtain an application 
form at the school's administration office. 

http://csap.ednet.ns.ca 1-888-533-2727 


New England swing for 
new-look Rainmen 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(§ metronews.ca 


Days after suspending 
their franchise player, the 
Halifax Rainmen are 
heading to very 
uncomfortable territory. 

The Rainmen play week¬ 
end road games on Friday 
against the Vermont Frost 
Heaves and Sunday against 
the Manchester Millrats, 
teams they were unable to 
beat in the American Bas¬ 
ketball Association last sea¬ 
son. 

Although the roster was 
entirely different, Halifax 
went 0-for-12, losing seven 
to Vermont and five to 
Manchester. 

“We definitely won’t go 
0-for-12 against them this 
year,” said Rainmen new¬ 
comer Rob Sanders, who 
played for the Millrats last 
season and will face his for¬ 
mer team. 

With Croolcshank sus¬ 
pended for the year and Bri¬ 
an Silverhorn on the shelf 
with a knee injury, point 
guard Jimmy Twyman is 
the only returnee who will 
be active this weekend. 

But head coach Rick 
Lewis and owner Andre 
Levingston have a bone to 
pick with their former ABA 



SirValiant Brown says the 
Rainmen are pumped. 


rivals. 

“Two teams I want to 
beat the most,” said Lev¬ 
ingston with a laugh. “It 
will be a little personal.” 

More importantly, the 
games could shift the bal¬ 
ance of power in the Pre¬ 
mier Basketball League’s 
Atlantic Division. The Rain¬ 
men, coming off their first 
loss of the season on Sun¬ 
day to the Montreal 
Sasquatch, are first with a 
3-1 record. 

Vermont (1-1) is third and 
Manchester (1-2) is fourth. 

“We know we’re on top 
of the division now and we 
know if we lose these 
games we’ll be at the bot¬ 
tom,” said Rainmen guard 
SirValiant Brown. “We’re 
anxious to get back on the 
court after a loss and our 
guys are pumped up.” 





































® APARTMENT FINDER 


TO ADVERTISE CONTACT KRISTA RODGERS AT 421-5861, OR KRISTA.RODGERS@METRONEWS.CA 

RENTALS 



fjffTT ft _ ' _L 

arm 


A place you can call home in Uptown Halifax 


Crown on Regency is just minutes away from downtown, but miles away from the 
hustle and hassle. Located in the brand new Mount Royale subdivision in Clayton Park, 
you'll find a more comfortable lifestyle for you and your family at Crown on Regency. 


* Upscale amenities 

* Granite kitchen countertops 

* Laminate floor living areas 

* Heat and hot water included 


* Five appliances 

* Tile entry/utility areas 

* Barrier free suites available 

* Party room & Fitness Room 


* Underground parking & individual storage lockers 

Call Sandi to view 488-7368 www.halifaxapartments.ca 


WME^res 

GROUP 

Architects/Engineers/Project Managers 


TERRACE VIEW \ CLAYTON PARK TOWERS 


41 Cowie Hill Road, 2 Bedroom Units 

• common area balconies 

• onsite management & rental office 

• bus route just outside 



T imbercreek 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 


from 

$700/mth 

incl h/hw/prk 


Fantastic 

Incentives! 

477-0818 


210 Willett St, 1 Bedroom 

• close to all amenities 

• secure building and onsite management 

• rooftop deck 



T imbercreek 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 


$555/mth 

plus utilities 


Fantastic 

Incentives! 

443-5335 


NEED YOUR OWN SPACE? 



Attention 

Families 


3BR Duplexes from $700 
4BR Duplexes from $800 

Located on Ruben Court 
in Dartmouth 

Special Offer - 2 appliances 
included at no extra charge 
with a yearly lease. 

452-1376 



461-HOME (4663) 

Renting apartments since 1972 


Luxury Living at Affordable Prices 



Windmill Road, Crystal Drive area & Highfield Park 

Fantastic Dartmouth locations close to where you work! 


Monthly leases available 
Bachelors from $485.00 
Bedrooms from $520.00 
2 Bedrooms from $635.00 


5% Discount 
r to DND, Convergy s, 1 
Burnside and 
Dartmouth Crossing i 
Employees* 


r 


VISA 




Ask about our referral program! 

*Some Restrictions apply 


We offer studio, 1,2 and 3 Bedroom suites, three bedroom 
townhomes in Halifax and surrounding areas 



5 appliances 
Heat, Hot Water Incl. 
Two full bathrooms 
Underground Parking 
Wood and ceramic 
flooring 

Spacious balconies 


• Secure buildings with 
video surveillance and 

• Elevator service 

• Ask about our 
furnished suites! 

• And much more! 



Open House Daily! 

For further info please phone 
880 VIEW (8439) 
or visit www.880view.ca 



Get great coverage! Our Apartment Finder reaches all across 

the Metro area: Halifax Peninsula, Bedford, Spryfield and Cole Harbour. 

Call Krista Rodgers at 421-5861 and reach out to your community! 


COURT 




Newly renovated 
1,2, and 3 bedroom 
apartments available 
at affordable prices. 


Rent starting at $695 
and includes heat, 
hot water and parking. 
3 bedrooms have 
1.5 baths with 
w/d hook ups. 


880.4455 

halifaxapartments. ca 



SALTER’S GATE 
A P A R T M E N T S 


I Luxury 2 bedroom apts. 

now available 
I Harbour & city views 
I Quality, upscale finishes. 

I Six appliances. Stainless kitchen 
& granite. Air-conditioned. 

I Ceramic, laminate & carpet. 

I Housekeeping service & 
drycleaning available. 

I On-site fitness, spa & dining. 

I Heated parking available. 

CALL 222.6611 

5150 Salter Street, tifx 

Managed by: Greenwood Lane Inc. 


www.saltersgate.com 


Get a FREE $500 Atlantic Superstore Gift Card on 2 bedroom units* 

Ocean Towers on Brunswick Street 

1,2 & 3 bedrooms available from $765 

• Steps to Scotia Square, Purdy's Warf, Ferries, Stadacona & DND Dockyard 

• FREE access to our fitness facility & wireless study area 

• Direct routes to Dalhousie, SMU & downtown 

•24 hour maintenance guarantee ( ^ 

• Indoor & outdoor parking available ■ | hr \ \ 

Additional 5% discount off rent for students !! H= || ■ * 

& D IMD employees* Mi 1 

1.888.310.7000 • GOtransglobe.com 


*On selected suites. May not be used with other offers. 
Offer expires Jan 31/09. Allow 8-10 weeks for gift card. 
Promo may be changed or cancelled at any time. 
Cable promo provided by Eastlink 


r 


I TransGlobe 

1 Right here for you. 


ijH luontil Spiciius Apartmeit 



1 

-si 


Ask about our Renovated Suites 
(limited quantities) 


• Spacious 2 bedroom apartments available in 20 buildings 

• Fireplace, dishwashers & laundry hook-up in selected suites 

• Most units include heat, hot water & balconies 

• Friendly staff available 24/7 

• On site fitness room and social events room 

• Close to Mic Mac Mall, Burnside Park & Dartmouth Crossings 

• Near Metro transit bus routes & schools 

• Furnished suites available 


Call 461.9429, or visit us 
at 96 Highfield Park Drive 
^ Highfieldpark@oxfordproperties.com 


J 


oIxIfIoIrId 

MANAGED WITH PRIDE 

www.oxfordresidential.ca 


Tip of the Day: Instead of thinking about where you are, think about where you want to be. It takes twenty years of hard work to become an overnight success. - Diana Rankin 
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Movies 


Triumphant return pg 15 



The Wrestler is a startling sidestep for director Darren Aronofsky and much has already been written and whispered about the 
movie being the resurrection of equally faded '80s icon Mickey Rourke — and for once, the hype is supported by truth. 



Mall Cop seems to unearth 
the late Chris Farley's gags. 



Check out the ultimate 


Canadian playlist for Obama. 



Metro unveils its newest 
travel feature Going Away. 



CANADA’S *1 MOVIE! 

CLINT EASTWOOD 

GRAN TORINO 


VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES 


NOW PLAYING! 

Check Theatre Directory or www.warnerbroscanada.com for Locations and Showtimes 


|F COARSE LANGUAGE, 

VIOLENCE 

WWW.THEGRANTORINO.COM 













































metro 


Thursday, January 16-18, 2009 _ metrOneWS.Ca/nftOVieS _ 

movies&entertainment 15 


Movies 


A CLASSIC; EXCELLENT; GOOD; FAIR; ® POOR 


Believe Wrestler hype 



Mickey Rourke stars as Randy "The Ram” Robinson in The Wrestler. 


The Wrestler 

Director: Darren Aronofsky 
Stars: Mickey Rourke, 
Marisa Tomei _ 

Classification: STC 
Rating: 

CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


When we last saw director 
Darren Aronofsky, he was 
fielding flack over his con¬ 
troversial, half-loathed 
and half-loved, The Foun¬ 
tain, a picture who’s ambi¬ 
tious storytelling seemed 
to spill out from the most 
fevered of imaginations. 

Which is why his latest 
film The Wrestler is, on the 
surface, such a startling 
sidestep. Telling the tale of 
downtrodden, past his 
prime rope rider Randy 
“The Ram” Robinson and 
the desperate web of mis¬ 
ery he weaves in the twi¬ 
light of his life, Aronofsky 
abandons the slick visual 
palette he employed in the 
nihilistic Requiem for a 
Dream and the time/space 
mind warp of The Fountain 
in favour of a gritty, low 
budget, intimate and emo¬ 
tionally shattering peek in¬ 
to a heart without hope. 

Much has already been 
written and whispered 
about The Wrestler being 
the resurrection of equally 


faded 80’s icon Mickey 
Rourke and for once, the 
hype is supported by truth. 
As Robinson, the now 
brute-lilce Rourke (a box¬ 
ing sideline and obvious 
surgery have rendered the 
former pretty boy almost 
unrecognizable) delivers a 
performance so painfully 
honest that he appears not 
to be acting at all - for all 
intents and purposes he IS 
The Ram. If Rourke doesn’t 
lock up an Oscar for his 
blistering work in this pic¬ 


ture, then there truly is no 
justice in the world. 

The supporting cast is 
just as ace at bringing 
Robert Siegel’s screenplay 
to grotty life, with Marisa 
Tomei delivering an equal¬ 
ly affecting, if far less pa¬ 
thetic, turn as an aging 
stripper who Robison loves 
and trusts and Evan Rachel 
Wood, as Rourke’s es¬ 
tranged daughter, does the 
best she can with an un¬ 
derwritten role. But ulti¬ 
mately, this is Aronofsky’s 


show. The world he so 
painstakingly (and subtly) 
sculpts is a landscape of 
steel town decay, broken 
bones, blood and shattered 
dreams and The Ram is 
completely in line with the 
lonely, ever questing but 
irrevocably doomed char¬ 
acters that he has gravitat¬ 
ed towards since his first 
film, Pi. Rourke may be the 
muse but from pillar to 
post, The Wrestler is every 
inch Aronofsky’s master¬ 
piece. 


Defiance is too eager to please 



Daniel Craig, top, and Liev Schreiber star in Defiance. 


Defiance 

Director: Edward Zwick 
Stars: Daniel Craig, Liev 
Schreiber _ 

Classification: 14A 
Rating: 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


review Actor Daniel Craig 
has traded in the Aston- 
Martin for a ragged horse 
and frankly, I don’t blame 
him. After all, playing 
James Bond can pretty 
much kill a career if you 
don’t diversify your portfo¬ 
lio — just ask Roger Moore 
if you don’t believe me. 

But while Craig may sur¬ 
prise a few fans with Defi¬ 
ance, this true drama ulti¬ 
mately cannot live up to 
its own ambition. 

Craig plays Tuvia Bielslci, 
a man who led a group of 
Jewish refugees during the 
Second World War 
through a Belarus forest. 
While they struggle with 
lack of food, medicine and 


try to survive a bitter win¬ 
ter, these Jewish refugees, 
contrary to general per¬ 
ception, also mastermind 
frequent attacks on their 
Nazi foes. 

Now, this isn’t a bad 
film necessarily, but a cen¬ 


tral issue with Defiance is 
its homogenization of the 
truth. 

In fact, Defiance con¬ 
denses this three-year sto¬ 
ry into a single calendar 
year, essentially stripping 
much of the assured detail 


On the web 


• For a Defiance trailer 
and showtimes, visit 
metronews.ca/movies. 

in lieu of formula. 

It’s a shame too because 
filmmaker Edward Zwick 
knows his way around an 
interesting story. Indeed, 
he’s even racked up the air 
miles making such world¬ 
ly pics as Blood Diamond 
and The Last Samurai but 
here, Zwick seems overly 
eager to appease with un¬ 
necessary sentiment, 
corny love stories and 
characters that smell too 
much like composite 
stereotypes. 

Sure, Craig is impressive 
enough as the reluctant 
hero (although he was bet¬ 
ter in Munich — also a sto¬ 
ry about a type of Jewish 
resistance) but in the end, 
Defiance only manages to 
take a fascinating survival 
story and pretty much 
make it overlong and un¬ 
derwhelming. 







■ ak.ca 
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Jackson may skip Irom Man 2 

Samuel L. Jackson may not appear in Iron Man 2 . The actor is apparently embroiled in negotiations over his fee 
to play Nick Fury in the film — a part he took on briefly in a small cameo in the first film, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Notorious lacks flow 


Inkheart’s shades of darkness 



Brendan Fraser plays the lead role in the screen adaptation of Inkheart, a book inspired by Fraser. 


Notorious 

Director: George Tillman Jr. 
Stars: Jamal Woolard, Angela 
Bassett, Naturi Naughton 

Classification: 18 
Rating: ©© 


IAN GORMELY 

for Metro Canada 


review It’s a crime that a 
film about an MC widely 
regarded to have had one 
of the greatest flows in the 
history of hip-hop is com¬ 
pletely devoid of any. Noto¬ 
rious, a biopic showcasing 
murdered rapper Notori¬ 
ous B.I.G.’s rags to riches 
tale, is a cut and paste 
mess adding nothing to 
the slain star’s legend. 

The film opens the night 
of Biggie’s fatal shooting 
then quickly rewinds to a 
young Chris Wallace 
(played by Biggie’s real-life 
son) dreaming of hip-hop 
glory on the schoolyard. 
Soon we see him honing 
his rap skills while hus¬ 
tling on neighbourhood 
corners, eventually adopt¬ 
ing the Notorious B.I.G. 
moniker. 


After a short stint in jail 
he meets Sean (Puffy) 
Combs who signs Wallace 
to his fledgling Bad Boy la¬ 
bel, rocketing the two to 
stardom. 

But it’s the feud between 
the Brooklyn rapper and 
California MC Tupac 
Shalcur and the proceeding 
coastal hip-hop war that 
ultimately leads to his un¬ 
doing; Biggie’s death re¬ 
mains unsolved but it’s 
widely suspected he was 
gunned down in reaction 
to Tupac’s similar murder. 

Newcomer Jamal 

Woolard does an ad¬ 
mirable job portraying 
Wallace, and Angela Bas¬ 
sett delivers a typically 
overwrought performance 
as his mother Voletta. 

The biggest disappoint¬ 
ment, however, is the in¬ 
volvement of Voletta and 
Combs as producer and ex¬ 
ecutive producer. It en¬ 
sures that Biggie’s legend 
is upheld. Rather than a 
fresh look at the man, an 
examination of his mur¬ 
der, or a reaffirmation of 
his skills on the mic, we 
are given a cheap rehash of 
a cliched story. 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


feature Quite literally, Ink- 
heart was made for Bren¬ 
dan Fraser. After all, when 
author Cornelia Funlce first 
set out to write her popular 
novel, she modelled the 
main character after the fa¬ 
mous star detailing his in¬ 
spiration in the book’s ded¬ 
ication. For a humble Cana¬ 
dian-raised actor like Fras¬ 
er, it was a bit much. 

“I could feel my leg get¬ 
ting pulled,” laughed Fras¬ 
er during a recent inter¬ 
view in L.A. “I was like, 
‘OK, where’s Ashton Kutch- 
er?”’ 

It does sound somewhat 
lampoonish. The boyish 
charm Fraser captures on¬ 
screen in blockbusters like 
The Mummy may have 
made him a star in Holly¬ 
wood, but it’s not what 
you’d expect to motivate a 
prolific award-winning au¬ 
thor. 

“I wanted somebody 
where you (believe) he 
hugs the girl,” insisted 
Funlce who also produced 


Inkheart (in theatres next 
Friday). “(But) the most im¬ 
portant thing, I needed a 
beautiful voice where you 
believe if he reads some¬ 
thing, the characters come 
out of the book.” 

Which is just what hap¬ 
pens to Fraser as Mortimer 
Folchart. A book-binding, 
adventure-seeker who 
loves ancient tomes, 
Folchart discovers he has 


the power to bring literaiy 
characters to life just by 
reading them aloud. As 
Funlce admits, the story 
was aimed at celebrating 
literature, an aspect that al¬ 
so appealed to the cast. 

“It’s a good story and it 
deserves to be made,” said 
Fraser. 

Inkheart features darker 
elements than most family 
fare that fills theatres these 


days but co-star Paul Bet- 
tany insists those themes 
of death and corruption 
give the film its potency. 

“I don’t know when we 
started being so overly pro¬ 
tective of our children. I 
was scared to death by The 
Wizard of Oz and it was ex¬ 
hilarating,” said Bettany, 
adding that cinemas are 
the perfect place for kids to 
discover such emotions. 



COLUMBIA PICTURES presents in association with RELATIVITY MEDIA a HAPPY MADISON production "PAOL BLART: MALE COP" 
S KEIfi O'DONNELL BOBBY CANNAVAEE STEPHEN RANNAZZISI and SHIRLEY KNIGHT »v,«MICHAEE DIEBECK mus B 
TyKEVIN JAMES & NICK BAKAY “SADAM SANDLER JACK GIARRAPUTO10DD GARNER KEVII 

PaulBlart-MallCop.ca DIRECT S?STEVE C 


JkA# 1 Check Theatre Directory or SonyPicturesReleasing.ca 
^9 B Mi l | ^9 I M for Locations and Showtimes 


She’s an executive on the move. 

But her career is taking her a little farther than she expected. 


YOU COULD 



1 Of 40 
DOUBLE PASSES 
TO SEE AN 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING OF 


_ -JTenee 

NET' 

IN 



Zellweger 

"OWN 


ONLY IN THEATRES JANUARY 30 


on January 28th. 


MAPLE 

PICTURE 


VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER FOR 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to 
Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest 
doses January 16, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of 
entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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Fraser, Ford to co-star in biotech movie 

Brendan Fraser will star alongside Harrison Ford in a new movie based on the true story of biotech exec John Crowley, who took 
research into his own hands when two of his children were diagnosed with a fatal neuromuscular disorder in 1998. EONLlNE.COM 
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Strictly cinematic kibble 



Emma Roberts and Jake T. Austin play orphaned siblings who convert a decrepit old hotel into 
a place to get mongrels off the street in Hotel for Dogs. 


Cop full of holes, gags 


Hotel for Dogs 

Director: Thor Freudenthal 
Stars: Emma Roberts, 

Jake T. Austin _ 

Classification: G 
Rating: 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


In a recent interview, direc¬ 
tor Thor Freudenthal 
claimed when he was mak¬ 
ing Hotel for Dogs he 
followed a theory: “When 
in doubt, just add more 
dogs.” It seems that’s the 
mantra Hollywood has tak¬ 
en up as well. Following 
no less than three other re¬ 
cent hit fido flicks (the 
most recent being Marley 
& Me), Hotel for Dogs 
seems assured of success. 

In this latest pooch pic¬ 
ture, Nancy Drew star Em¬ 
ma Roberts (better known as 
Julia Roberts’ niece) stars as 
a young orphan who stum¬ 
bles upon a decrepit old ho¬ 
tel. Discovering a pair of 
loveable stray mutts living 
inside, she and her brother 
(Jake T. Austin) scheme up 


the idea to create — you 
guessed it — a hotel to get 
mongrels off the street. 

Now that may sound 
wacky but wait until you 
hear about the lodging’s 
amenities. See, apparently 
her brother is (of course!) 
mechanically ingenious 
and constructs a multitude 


of self-serving food dis¬ 
pensers, self-flushing pup¬ 
py potties and even an old- 
shoe vending machine. 

It’s all very cute and 
fuzzy but for all the talent¬ 
ed pups, this Old Yeller 
suffers slightly from its 
own earnestness. While 
family fare of this sort is 


bound to be contrived, Ho¬ 
tel for Dogs runs more on 
positive reinforcement. 

Freudenthal skillfully con¬ 
tains the madness but while 
this puppy is safe enough 
for your kid’s consumption, 
be warned: Hotel for Dogs is 
strictly cinematic kibble for 
adults. 


Paul Blart: Mall Cop 

Director: Steve Carr_ 

Stars: Kevin James, Jayma Mays 

Classification: PG 
Rating: ® 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


review Paul Blart is fat. 
And incompetent. And 
clumsy. If that generic de¬ 
scription reminds you of 
the late Chris Farley, it 
should. In fact, the idea 
for Paul Blart: Mall Cop 
may have been gathering 
a lot of dust in the “Farley 
Cold Case Files” at Happy 
Madison Productions long 
before Kevin James 
showed up. 

James (TV’s The King of 
Queens) plays the overly 
ambitious security guard 
who preaches the creed 
“safety never takes a holi¬ 
day” while cruising 
around on a Segway trying 
to impress cute retailers 
while running face first 
into large displays. 

When his mall is over¬ 
taken by a group of gun- 
wielding criminals with 
unreasonable acrobatic 


On the web 


• For a trailer of Paul Blart: 
Mall Cop, and showtimes, 
visit metronews.ca/movies 

skills, Blart must face his 
own fears and rescue a 
group of hostages that in¬ 
cludes his own daughter 
who, mind you, somehow 
snuclc into the SWAT-sur- 
rounded mall after it was 
locked down. 

Now, let’s just leave all 
the plot holes aside. After 
all, these flicks aren’t 
about practicality as much 
as they are pratfalls and 
there are plenty of them. 
Simply put, if a pudgy 
dude running into immo¬ 
bile objects makes you 
giggle, maybe Blart will 
hold your attention for 30 
minutes or so. But the real 
question is where would 
this comedy be without 
the two-wheeled self-bal¬ 
ancing electric vehicle 
that Blart drives around? 
It must be crucial to at 
least half of this flick’s 
gags. You know, just be¬ 
cause you put a fat guy on 
a Segway doesn’t make it 
funny. 



GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD 


WINNER 

BEST ACTOR!* MICKEY ROURKE 


BEST ORIGINAL SONG ^ MJJS.IO AND 


THE WRESTLER’ 


LYRICS BY 


BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 


THE BEST MOVIE 
OF THE YEAR 


A FILM BY DARREN ARONOFSKY 


THE WRESTLER 


™ VSB ollnce WWW . ALLIANCEFILMS.COM ff CRemstan 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS TODAY! 

SHOWING DAILY AT: 12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40 # DIGITAL SOUND 


EMPIRE THEATRES 

PARK LANE 8 * 

5657 SPRING GARDEN ROAD • 902-423-4860 


RICHLY FUNNY AND TOUCHING, 

IT’S TOO GOOD TO RESIST." 

PETER TRAVERS, ‘RoJlillgStOiie 


"ENORMOUSLY 

entertaining; 

JEFFREY LYONS, 
NBC/LYONS & BAILES REEL TALK 

"PITCH-PERFECT 

PERFORMANCES... 

A SURPRISINGLY TENDER 
AND APPEALING 
LOVE STORY." 

CLAUDIA PUIG,®JSA TODAY 


"UTTERLY CHARMING. 

HOFFMAN AND THOMPSON 
HAVE GREAT CHEMISTRY." 

LOU LUMENICK.#f)f KOTAT POST 


DUSTIN HOFFMAN EMMA THOMPSON 




last chance 

HARVEY 

IT’S ABOUT FIRST LOVES , LAST CHANCES , AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN . 


1 THEME 


www.alliancefilms.com 

www.lastchanceharvey.com 


FTW gJgjK 1001, 


STARTS TODAY! 



EMPIRE THEATRES 

BAYERS LAKE * 

902-876-4800 

EMPIRE THEATRES 

DARTMOUTH CROSSING * 

902-422-2022 



# DIGITAL SOUND 


Check Theatre Directory or www.alliancefilms.com for showtimes. 
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Chase making billion in Chuck 

Chevy Chase will appear in three episodes of NBC's comedy-drama Chuck. He will play a Steve Jobs-type character— a mega-bil¬ 
lionaire in the new-media business — who is accused by Chuck's father of stealing his ideas, the associated press 
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Master actors wasted 
in forgettable Harvey 


China vintage Bollywood 



Bollywood heartthrob Akshay Kumar mixes up kung-fu and 
comic thrills in Chandni Chowk to China. 


Last Chance Harvey 

Director: Joel Hopkins _ 

Stars: Dustin Hoffman, Emma 
Thompson _ 

Classification: PG 
Rating: ©© 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


review Writer/director Joel 
Hopkins’ Last Chance Har¬ 
vey is an undeniably nice 
movie. It’s heartwarming, 
life affirming, and all that 
good stuff. However, any¬ 
one considering seeing it 
would be better off talking a 
friend into giving them a 
hug instead. That experi¬ 
ence would be just as pleas¬ 
ant and mercifully about an 
hour-and-a-half shorter 
than the experience of 
watching the movie. Last 
Chance Harvey is a tune 
with only one note. If 
you’ve seen the trailer or 
the poster you know exactly 
what to expect. 

Dustin Hoffman stars as 
the titular Harvey, a man 


who has fruitlessly dedicat¬ 
ed his life to writing com¬ 
mercial jingles. So dedicat¬ 
ed was he to writing these 
jingles that he’s ended up a 
divorced old man with a 
daughter he never sees and 
no friends. So, he comes to 
London for his daughter’s 
wedding and ends up meet¬ 
ing Emma Thompson, an¬ 
other aging lost soul. Guess 
what? They connect. Think 
they’ll teach each other that 
they might have one more 
chance at happiness and 
love? (Hint: look at the title). 

It’s the sort of stoiy made 
for TV movies and cheap 
airport paperbacks. The on¬ 
ly conceivable reason that 
Last Chance Harvey made it 
to the big screen at all is be¬ 
cause the filmmakers were 
able to snag Dustin Hoff¬ 
man and Emma Thompson 
in the lead roles. Admitted¬ 
ly both actors are great, but 
then they always are. As 
easy as it is to watch the two 
skilled performers on¬ 
screen, it’s just too bad that 
they had to end up in some¬ 
thing so forgettable. 


Chandni Chowk 

to China 

Director: Nikhil Advani _ 

Stars: Akshay Kumar, Deepika 
Padukone _ 

Classification: PG 
Rating: ©©©Vi 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


The ballistic nature of Bolly¬ 
wood cinema can be attrib¬ 
uted to India’s less than 
stellar, war-battered econo¬ 
my in the 1930s. When 
parting with their barely 
there rupees, working class 
filmgoers demanded full 
value from their entertain¬ 
ments. Thus Bollywood — 
the name blends Bombay 
with Hollywood — 
emerged, mashing up 
melodrama, romance, 
action and outrageous mu¬ 
sical numbers into epic 
populist pictures. 

And even though Bolly¬ 
wood has never really been 
embraced by more sub¬ 
dued North American sen¬ 
sibilities, Warner Bros, is 


apparently hoping that 
their new Hindi language 
lcung-fu comedy co-produc- 
tion Chandni Chowk to 
China turns the tides. This 
slick sojourn into spice- 
soalced insanity is vintage 
Bollywood and, if you’ve 
never seen one of these 
delirious pictures, it’s as 
good a place as any to start. 

Heartthrob superstar Ak¬ 
shay Kumar stars as Sidhu, 
a bumbling Delhi cook 
who inexplicably finds 
himself sucked into a silly 
web of intrigue in China, 
wooing two women (both 
played by newcomer 
Deepika Padukone) and go¬ 


ing against local crime 
boss Hajo (the legendary 
Gordon Liu). Much hilarity, 
heart-thumping drama 
and bhangra-fuelled pop 
anthems follow. 

Ultimately, however, this 
is all a showcase for the 
staggeringly talented Ku¬ 
mar. Equal parts Peter Sell¬ 
ers, Charlie Chaplin, 
Sascha Baron Cohen and 
Jackie Chan, this guy is the 
real deal and he puts most 
American movie funny¬ 
men to shame (yeah, we’re 
looking at you Jim Carrey). 
Whether moaning about 
his bad luck while wor¬ 
shipping a potato (don’t 


On the web 

• For a Chandni Chowk 
to China trailer and screen- 
times, visit 

metronews.ca/movies. 


ask), bouncing around 
through one of the pic¬ 
tures’ myriad of slapstick 
fight scenes or spastically 
reacting to a dancing de¬ 
vice chained to his ankle 
(seriously, don’t ask), Ku¬ 
mar occasionally elevates 
the energetically ludicrous 
CC2C to the level of high 
art. 

The location scenery is 
pretty breathtaking too 
(this is the first Indian film 
shot in China and the first 
film from anywhere to be 
shot at The Great Wall) but 
newcomers be warned, 
Chandni Chowk to China 
— like any self respecting 
Bollywood venture — runs 
almost three hours long 
and is, in every respect, 
completely over the top. 
And baby, I hope it does 
well because I want more... 



DAVID DENBY 


‘EXTREMELY 


VIOLENCE 


GROSVENOR 


UE 

SWING SI 


OF THE BIELSKy>ARTISANS, WHO FOUGHT 
THE NAZIS AND RESCUED 
HUNDREDS OF JEWS THROUGH 
THE DARKEST YEARS OF 
WAR AND GENOCIDE.” 

THE NEW YORKER 


OF HOW AN ORDINARY MAN, 
HALLENGED AND THEN ELECTRIFIED 
r> BY CATASTROPHE, GROWS INTO 
A GREAT LEADER.” 


LARRY KING 


HE RESOLVE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT 
IS SHOWN BRILLIANTLY.” 


JEFFREY LYONS 


DANIEL -CRAIG 


FROM THE director of BLOOD DIAMOND and THE LAST SAMURAI 


DefianceMovie.com 


STARTS TODAY IN THEATRES! 

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 


DiCAPRIO AND WINSLE' 


Two Of The Best 
Performances 
Of The Year 
In One Of The 
Best Films 
Of The Year! 
Chicago Sun-Times 

Roger Ebert 


DiCaprio And 
Winslet Bare 
Their Souls. 

THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 

Rex Reed 



Sam Mendes’ ‘Revolutionary Road’ 
Is A Hands-Down, Bet-The-Farm, 
Watch-lt-Three-Times-ln-A-Row 
Masterpiece. 


^rrannsro 

Mick LaSalle 
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Pineapple Express N0.1 DVD 

The year is getting off to a fruity start, with Pineapple Express topping the U.S. home video charts its first week in stores. The drug 
comedy easily took the No. 1 spot on both the Nielsen VideoScan sales chart and Home Media Magazine's rental chart. Reuters 
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The evolution of 3-D 


ollywood hot- 
shot Jeffrey 

- Katzenberg 

thinks 3-D 
movies are the 
future of big screen enter¬ 
tainment. New eye-pop- 
ping pictures will be, he 
says, “the single most revo¬ 
lutionary change since 
colour pictures.” He’s not 
alone. George Lucas is con¬ 
verting the entire Star 
Wars saga into 3-D and 
Maple Pictures is releasing 
My Bloody Valentine 3-D 
this weekend, a remake of 
the 1981 slasher classic, 
but with effects that ap¬ 
pear to pierce the screen. 

This isn’t the first time 
Hollywood has looked to 3-D 
to help fill empty theatres. 
June 1915 saw the first 
screening of 3-D films before 
a paying audience but the re¬ 
sults were less than boffo. 

Since then 3-D technolo¬ 
gy has greatly improved — 
the shimmering lake effect 
replaced by effects that 
broke the fourth wall — 
but audiences have yet to 
fully embrace the experi¬ 
ence. In the past the prob¬ 



lem was the uncomfortable 
cardboard glasses that 
made the wearer resemble 
a member of Devo dressed 
for Halloween, but audi¬ 
ences likely would have ac¬ 
cepted the dorky glasses if 
the movies had been better. 

The novelty of props fly¬ 
ing off the screen wears 
thin when there’s no story, 
something director Andre 
De Toth realized. Perhaps 
it’s because he only had 
one eye and couldn’t see 
the 3-D effects he used in 
House of Wax that he con¬ 
centrated on plot rather 
than flashy effects. The re¬ 
sulting movie about a wax 
museum proprietor whose 
subjects look a little too 
lifelike earns the ultimate 
stamp of approval for a 3-D 


flick — it’s enjoyable in 3-D 
and 2-D. 

The best known 3-D films 
generally are in the horror 
genre but there are 3-D 
films of all shapes and 
sizes. 

In 1895 L’arrivee du train, 
a crude one minute 3-D film 
of a train gliding past the 
camera’s lens and pulling in¬ 
to a station was so realistic it 
caused unsophisticated audi¬ 
ence members to run from 
the theatre in a panic. No¬ 
body ran from the theatre 
when Kiss Me Kate debuted, 
but because the 3-D run of 
the film was limited, those 
seeing it in 2-D were per¬ 
plexed when actors repeat¬ 
edly threw things at the audi¬ 
ence. 

To sum up the enduring 
appeal of 3-D Katenberg 
paraphrases an old cliche. 

“There is that old cliche 
that a picture is worth a 
thousand words,” he says. 
“Well, a 3-D picture is 
worth 3,000 words.” 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for CTV's Canada AM. 


Movies 


A CLASSIC EXCELLENT: GOOD: FAIR: © POOR 


Return of Bloody Valentine 



Jensen Ackles stars as Tom Hanniger in My Bloody Valentine 3D. 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


feature When director 
Patrick Lussier agreed to 
remake the 1981 slasher 
film My Bloody Valentine, 
it wasn’t necessarily be¬ 
cause he wanted to help 
develop a groundbreaking 
technology. 

“It was a chance to revisit 
a great genre and revisit a 
classic Canadian tax-shelter 
film,” explained the film¬ 
maker during a recent in¬ 
terview in L.A. “(But) veiy 
quickly we discovered this 
was the perfect movie for 3- 
D.” 

A throwback to the slash¬ 
er genre, My Bloody Valen¬ 
tine 3-D (in theatres today) 
reveals cinema’s latest 
killer — a mysterious psy¬ 
chopath named Hariy War¬ 
den. Although it was as¬ 
sumed he died 10 years pre¬ 
vious, the pickaxe-wielding 
maniac suddenly shows up 
terrorizing residents of a 
small town in full 3-D. 
While the compelling tech¬ 
nology certainly adds a cool 


element to the horror, 
Lussier insists Valentine is¬ 
n’t a gimmick film. 

“First and foremost, if you 
want a movie that’s scary 
you have to care about the 
people who are being 
scared otherwise you won’t 
be scared with them.” 

Screenwriter Todd Farmer 
would agree. While testing 


Review 

• Visit metronews.ca/movies 
this Sunday for a review of 
My Bloody Valentine 3 -D 


out a new technology on the 
fly was a great challenge, an 
even bigger battle was en¬ 
suring the script wouldn’t 
reveal the killer’s true iden¬ 
tity until the end. 

“At the end of the day we 
were very aware of the 
movie we were making,” 
said Farmer. “At the same 
time, the horror audience 
is a lot smarter than peo¬ 
ple give them credit for so 
we constantly wanted 
them to be able to turn on 
a dime as to who the killer 
was. For this type of movie, 
that’s part of the fun.” 


GRAB ALL YOUR GIRLFRIENDS 
AND GO SEE THIS MOVIE! 



A TREAT 

Rivals Last Summer's 

'SEX AND THE CITY'" 

US..- Thelma Adams 


// 


HILARIOUSand 

HEARTWARMING' 

Kelli Gillespie, CW-TV/ San Diego 

"Loved It!" 

Nadine Rajabi, National Lampoon TV 
and Comedy Radio XM 

"Take Your BFF, 
Take Your 
Frenemies." 

Manny De La Rosa, 

NBC-TV/ Palm Springs 


Hudson vs. Hathaway 




FOX ?000 PICTURES and REGENCY ENTERPRISIS imNLWREGEIY/BIRDIE/RICRE Mnm WE HI ANNEIRAWAY IDE MRS" BEEN JIISTDN 
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mm ” GREG DePAUL AND CASEY WILSON S JUNE DIANE RAPHAEL '"GARY WINICK www.bnda4rs.com _ 


NOW PLAYING! 


Check directory or log onto www.empiretheatres.com 
or www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes 



WILL HAVE YOU 



PETE HAMMOND 

HOLLYWOOD.COM 




HotelForDogsMovie.com 


. All Rights F 


STARTS TODAY! 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 
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Screen Times 


This week's new releases are highlighted in pink. 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRL, JAN. 16 TO THURS., JAN. 22 . TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 


HALIFAX 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

BedtimeStories (G) DoTE^* 

Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1:05-3:50-7-9:40 

Bride Wars (PG) Stadium Seating, 
Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 130-4:20-7:25- 
9:50 

Chandni Chowk to China 

(STC) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1-4:20-6:55-9:40 

The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (PG) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
12:45-430-8:15 

Defiance (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Thu 1:15-4:05-7:05- 
935 

Doubt (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri-Thu 1:10-4-6:45 
Gran Torino (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri-Sun 
12:50-3:45-6:45-9:40 Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 12:50- 
3:45-6:45-9:40 

Hotel For Dogs (G) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:05-335- 
6:40-9:20 

Last Chance Harvey (PG) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
12:40-335-6:55-9:30 
Marley 81 Me (PG) Dolby Stereo 
Fri-Thu 12:50-3:50-6:40-935 
My Bloody Valentine (18) Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
130-4:10-7:15-10 

Notorious (18) Dolby Stereo Fri- 
Thu 1:15-4:10-7:10-10 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
12:55-4-7:10-9:45 

Seven Pounds (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri 345-6:45-935 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat 
6:45-935 Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Sun-Thu 345-6:45-935 
The Tale of Despereaux (G) 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 
1:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Sat 12:20-345 Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Sun-Thu 1:05 
Twilight (PG) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 
1-4-6:50-940 

The Unborn (14) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1:20-335- 
7:20-935 

Valkyrie (PG) Dolby Stereo Fri-Thu 

1240-340-6:40-935 

Yes Man (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri-Thu 935 

I MAX 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

TKe’DaytR^artBtMS™ 



Brad Pitt stars in The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, which is currently in theatres. 


Still: The I MAX Experience 

(PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 1-340-6:55-945 

OXFORD THEATRE 

6408 Quinpool Rd. 
902 - 423-7488 

Slumdog Millionaire (STC) Fri 

630-930 Sat-Sun 2-630-930 Mon- 
Thu 630-930 

5657 Spring Garden Rd. 
902-423-4860 

SR3? Wa^PG^oIB'^Stereo, 1 *" 11 

Stadium Seating Fri-Sun 1:20-4:10- 
640-9 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Mon-Thu 4:10-640-9 

The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (PG) Stadium 
Seating Fri 12:20-3:50-730 Stadium 
Seating Sat 330-730 Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sun 12:20-330-730 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 330-730 
La Damnation de Faust (STC) 
Stadium Seating Sat 2 


Gran Torino (14) No Passes, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Sun 1-4-7:10-930 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 4-7:10- 
930 

Marley 81 Me (PG) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri 1230-3-645 Stadium Seating 
Sat 1230-645 Stadium Seating Sun 
1230-3-645 Stadium Seating Mon- 
Thu 3-6:45 

Milk (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Fri 12:10-3:10-6:20-9:10 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat 
12:10-6:20-9:10 Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Sun 12:10-3:10-6:20- 
9:10 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Mon-Thu 3:10-6:20-9:10 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Sun 1:10-340-7- 
930 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 340- 
7-930 

The Reader (STC) Dolby Stereo, 
Stadium Seating Fri 1240-3:20-630- 
9:20 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 
Sat 3:20-630-9:20 Dolby Stereo, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Sun 1240-3:20-630- 
9:20 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating 


Mon 3:20-9:20 Dolby Stereo, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Tue-Thu 3:20-630-9:20 
Seven Pounds (14) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 9:25 

The Wrestler (14) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Sun 1230-330-6:50-940 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Mon-Thu 330-630- 
940 


LOWER SACKVILLE 

ariMM . 1 im ■ vast HRH 

LOWER SACKVILLE 

760 Sackville Dr., 
Downsview Plaza 
902 - 869-2022 

Bedtime Stories (G) Stadium 

Seating Fri 7-9:20 Stadium Seating 
Sat-Sun 1245330-7-9:20 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 7-9:20 
Gran Torino (14) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing, No Passes Fri 630-9:10 Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Sat-Sun 1-330- 
630-9:10 Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
630-9:10 

Hotel For Dogs (G) Stadium 
Seating Fri 7:10-930 Stadium Seat¬ 


ing Sat-Sun 12453:15-7:10-930 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Mon-Thu 7:10-930 
Marley & Me (PG) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri 640-9:15 Stadium Seating 
Sat-Sun 1-340-640-9:15 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 640-9:15 
Notorious (18) Stadium Seating 
Fri 635-9:25 Stadium Seating Sat- 
Sun 1230-3:15-635-9:25 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 6:55-9:25 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri 6:45-9 Stadium 
Seating Sat-Sun 1230-3-645-9 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Mon-Thu 6:45-9 
The Unborn (14) Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri 7:15-935 Stadium Seating 
Sat-Sun 1:20-3:25-7:15-935 Stadium 
Seating Mon-Thu 7:15-935 

DARTMOUTH 

DARTMOUTH 

650 Portland St., 902 - 434-4200 

Bolt (G) Sat-Sun 2:20 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri 630-9 Sat- 
Sun 230-630-9 Mon-Thu 630-9 


The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (PG) Fri 730 
Sat-Sun 2-730 Mon-Thu 730 
Defiance (14) Stadium Seating, 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 630-9:20 
Stadium Seating, Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal Sat-Sun 2:10-630-9:20 Stadium 
Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Mon- 
Thu 630-9:20 

Doubt (PG) Dolby Stereo Fri 635 
Dolby Stereo Sat-Sun 230-635 Dol¬ 
by Stereo Mon-Thu 635 
Seven Pounds (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital Fri-Thu 6:35-9:15 
The Tale of Despereaux (G) 
Sat-Sun 240 

Valkyrie (PG) Fri-Thu 640-9:10 
Yes Man (PG) Fri-Thu 9:10 

DARTMOUTH CROSSING 

145 Shubie Dr., 

902-481-325 1 

Bedtime Stories (G) Dolby 

Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Thu 1:10-4:05-7-935 
Bride Wars (PG) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1:25-4:25-730-930 
The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Thu 1235-4:15-8 
Gran Torino (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri-Thu 1230-3:15-6:30-935 
Hotel For Dogs (G) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
130-4:20-7:15-945 
Last Chance Harvey (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri- 
Thu 1-3:20-6:35-9:15 
Marley 81 Me (PG) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1245-335-640-940 
Metropolitan Opera: La 
Damnation de Faust Encore 
(STC) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Sat 2 

My Bloody Valentine 3D (18) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 1240-340-630-9:25 
Notorious (18) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 1235- 
330-6:25-945 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating 
Fri-Thu 130-430-7:25-9 35 
Seven Pounds (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 635 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat 4-635 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Sun-Thu 1:05-4- 
635 

The Unborn (14) Dolby Stereo 
Digital, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 
1230-330-7-930 
Valkyrie (PG) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 930 



IT WANTS TO BE BORN... NOW 

TUI 

UNBORN 


TORES presenis 11 


ITOM FOUR production afilm byDAVID S.GOYER ODETTE YOSTMAN GARY OLD 
with JANE ALEXANDER and IDRIS ELBA pEBJESIABORSIG/KYDOYER WILLIAM BEASLEY 


PRODUCED 

BY 


www.theunbornmovie.net 


WRITTEN AND 
DIRECTED BY 


DAVID S.G0YER 


ROGUE 


NOW PLAYING! 

Check Theatre Directory or www.universalpictures.ca for Locations and Showtimes 
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Perhaps no band represents Atlantic Canada better than the Joel Plaskett Emergency. 


New president’s 
Canuck playlist 

These artists are essential additions to Obama's iPod 


IAN NATHANSON 

for Metro Canada 


The day The Guess Who ac¬ 
cepted an invitation to visit 
The White House in 1970 , 
the Canadian group was 
riding a wave of success on 
both sides of the border 
with its ironically titled hit 
single, American Woman. 

The moment — brought 
to attention thanks to an as¬ 
tute Tricia Nixon, daughter 
of the late U.S. president 
Richard Nixon — likely 
helped dispel some of the 
common American impres¬ 
sions of our countiy as filled 
with igloos, ice hockey and 
a musical compendium fea¬ 
turing the dulcet tones of 
Anne Murray, Neil Young 
and Joni Mitchell. 

So with news that the 
soon-to-be 44th U.S. presi¬ 
dent will make Canada the 
destination of his first inter¬ 
national visit sometime af¬ 
ter his Jan. 20 inauguration, 
there’s a good chance 
Barack Obama will want to 
learn more about our coun¬ 
try through the power of 
music. And there is plenty 
to learn about. 

Sure, the easiest thing 
would be to load up an iPod 


filled with the entire cata¬ 
logue of Tragically Hip, Ce¬ 
line Dion or Shania Twain 
albums. But let’s give the 
47-year-old Obama, a man 
who seems to emanate 
some hip credibility, the 
benefit of the doubt and fill 
that same iPod with musi¬ 
cal talent that truly repre¬ 
sent the various Canadian 
regions in this day and age: 

• Representing Atlantic 
Canada: The Joel Plaskett 
Emergency. Insightful 
singer-songwriter who 
helped usher in the Halifax 
pop explosion of the ’90s as 
leader of alt-roclcers Thrush 
Hermit and maintains sens¬ 
es of identity and humour 
plus a thoughtful world 
view throughout his solo 
work. 

• Representing Quebec: 
(English) Arcade Fire. The 
Montreal-based ensemble 
performed a select number 
of free concerts in support 
of Obama’s campaign early 
in 2008. Also helps that 
David Bowie and Bruce 
Springsteen have taken a 
liking to the Juno- and 
Grammy-nominated group. 

• Representing Ontario: 
Broken Social Scene. The 
Toronto supergroup not on¬ 
ly creates whispeiy noise-fu¬ 


elled indie rock in its own 
right, but many of its mem¬ 
bers — including Metric’s 
Emily Haines and Jimmy 
Shaw, lc-os, Stars’ Amy Mil- 
lan and Feist —have spun 
off fine works away from 
the collective. 

• Representing Prairies: 
Tegan and Sara: These Juno- 
nominated twin sisters 
from Calgary sure know 
how to conjure up cutting- 
edge melodic rock about 
love, betrayal and longing. 
The duo record for Neil 
Young’s Vapor Records la¬ 
bel. In 2005, The White 
Stripes covered the Sara- 
penned Walking With A 
Ghost for an EP. 

• Representing British Co¬ 
lumbia: The New Pomogra- 
phers. This Vancouver- 
based super group, and Po¬ 
laris nominee, has attracted 
artists as diverse as alt-coun¬ 
try siren Nelco Case, A.C. 
Newman, Dan Bejar (De¬ 
stroyer) to fulfill the void of 
power pop reminiscent of 
The Cars and Cheap Trick. 

• Representing the Arctic: 
Tanya Tagaq Gillis. Throat¬ 
singing femme from Cam¬ 
bridge Bay, Nunavut, was 
first brought to the atten¬ 
tion of Bjorlc for her 2004 al¬ 
bum Medulla. 


Metro recommends 


• RUBY JEAN AND THE 
THOUGHTFUL 
BEES, SELF-TI¬ 
TLED: Charm¬ 
ing Halifax 
electro dance 
ensemble 
rocks out by blending real 
drums, wicked synths and Re- 
bekah Higgs' sweet voice. 


• JAMIE FOXX, INTUITION: 

Actor Jamie 
Foxx delivers 
a wide assort¬ 
ment of 
extra-smooth 
R&B jams 
with help from A-list guests 
including Lil Wayne and 
Kanye West. 




• JUSTICE, A CROSS THE UNI¬ 
VERSE: DJ duo 
bring new en¬ 
ergy to their 
dance club 
hits and 
rugged house 
beats on this enthusiastic 
live recording. 
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Know your limit. Play within it. 


Winter yields 


SoundCheck 


Alan 

Cross 



alan@ongoinghistory.com 


-he bad news is we 

have at least three 
months of cold, 
miserable weather 
ahead of us. Good 
thing we have some inter¬ 
esting music headed our 
way. Here’s what’s coming 
our way over the next 90 
days or so: 


• Franz Ferdinand/Tonight 
(Jan. 27): I’ve had a chance 
to live with the full album 
since early December and 
the more I listen, the more 
I like it, especially when 
they bust out some weird 
Soviet-era synthesizers 
called “Polyvoxes.” British 
art school rock without the 
pretension. 

• Bruce Springsteen and the 
E Street Band/Working on a 
Dream Qan. 27): Bruce says 
the energy of the last tour 
inspired much of the songs 
on his 24th record. Add in a 
Super Bowl appearance and 
a possible shot at an Oscar 
with his theme to The 


hot new music 


Wrestler and it could be the 
Winter of the Boss. 

• Chris Comell/Scream 
(Feb. 3): The former 
Soundgarden and Au¬ 
dioslave singer got Timba- 
land to produce his third 
solo album. And if you 
think that’s dodgy, Justin 
Timberlalce co-wrote and 
produced at least one song. 
And as a capper, John May¬ 
er shows up on a hidden 
track. Oh, dear. 

• U2/No Line on the Hori¬ 
zon (March 3): Studio al¬ 
bum No. 12 will hit stores 
in FIVE different versions. 
Hardcore fans will want 
the bespoke edition, which 


comes in a box with a 64- 
page hardcover book and 
an Anton Corbijn film.. 

• Pearl Jam/Ten (March 24): 
Eighteen years after its re¬ 
lease, Ten gets a complete 
makeover, including a 
remix and remaster by pro¬ 
ducer Brendan O’Brien. The 
reissue will come in four 
flavours, including a super 
deluxe version that con¬ 
tains a cassette (!!!) replicat¬ 
ing the infamous Mamasan 
demos that got Eddie Ved- 
der the singer’s gig. 


The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more 
at ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 



Turn off the appliances, 
electronics and lights 
when you leave a room. 


Turn your thermostat down when you 
go to bed or leave the house, or install 
a programmable thermostat 
that will do it automatically. 


Switching the lights in your home, 
including your outdoor lights, 
to compact fluorescent lights (CFLs). 


ir 

O 

The sun makes a great dryer - 
use a clothesline. 


Installing power bars makes 
it easy to turn off multiple 
appliances and electronics. 


Washing clothes? 
Switch to cold water. 


Unplug your second fridge 
when it's not in use. 


Energy is too important to waste. Using less helps us all. 

Visit nspower.ca/tips for even more smart energy saving practices. 


HI OVA SCOTIA 

POWER 

An Emera Company 
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Gossip Girl goes back in time 

The juicy goodness of Gossip Girl is going back in time with a new i98os-set spinoff that looks at the teenage lives of Lily Van der 
Woodsen and Rufus Humphrey — the parents of characters Serena Van der Woodsen and Dan Humphrey, intouchweekly.com 
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Television 


Calling all aspiring models 


JOSEPHINE LIM 

for Metro Canada 


This month, young women 
will have a chance to strut 
their stuff and work the 
catwalk at Canada’s Next 
Top Model’s first regional 
casting tour, in this, their 
third cycle. 

CTV is holding casting 
calls in Vancouver, Edmon¬ 
ton, Halifax, Montreal and 
Toronto for females who are 
between the ages of 18 to 23 
and are at least five-feet- 
eight. They also need to be a 
Canadian citizen or perma¬ 
nent resident of Canada. 

“Well, we thought about 
(the casting tour) in cycle 
one and cycle two when the 
show was younger. We just 
looked at the logistics of try¬ 
ing to do that and we felt it 
was a bit much to do,” says 
Sheila Hoclcin, executive 
producer of the show. 

“Now that the show is go¬ 
ing into its third cycle, 
we’re maturing a little bit.” 

She says anyone can 
make it onto the show, but 
the competition is stiff. 


This season’s applications 
have been moved online at 
model.ctv.ca and Hockin 
says they’ve already re¬ 
ceived double the applica¬ 
tions from past seasons. On 
top of that, there will be the 
casting calls. 

As for who they’re look¬ 
ing for, they are searching 
for a model who can make 
it far in the industiy, she 
says. 

“What we’re looking for 
ideally is a girl who does a 
great job of representing 
Canada as a Canadian mod¬ 
el in this country, but who 
also has the physical quali¬ 
ties and the personal quali¬ 
ties that will take her into 
the international market¬ 
place,” says Hockin. 

“We’re looking for the 
next Evangelista.” 

At the casting calls, she 
suggests girls to really put 
their personalities up front. 

“I think that there’s not 
much anybody can do about 
their natural, physical be¬ 
ing. It’s either photogenic 
or it’s not,” says Hockin. 

“If you have to work a lit¬ 
tle bit harder to be outgoing 


Rick's TVPick 


United States 

of Tara 

Air date: Jan 19 _ 

Network: Movie Central and 
Movie Network 

Toni Collette is the latest 
refugee from the 
creatively moribund 
movie world to seek 
refuge on quality cable 
with this dark comedy 
about a woman with mul¬ 
tiple personalities. Play¬ 
ing schizo is up there 
with doing gay roles for 
actors, so expect Collette 
to sink her teeth into 
this, and hope for her 
sake that the scripts on 
this Steven Spielberg-pro¬ 
duced Showtime venture 
hold up their end. 

RICK MCGINNIS/METRO CANADA 

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
SHOWS’ AIR TIMES 


I nte lie' Vision 


Rick 
McGinnis v I* 


Metro's TV columnist dishes 
on the industry 


See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews, 
buy tickets and read all of 
our columnists 
metronews.ca 



Dinner & a Movie 
MONDAYS 
& SATURDAYS 

ALL DAY 

$12.50 

$14.95 with 
Alcoholic Beverage 

Signal Hill 

Sat, Jan 24 th 

$10 cover charge 

Show starts 9pm 
Get here early to for a seat! 




835-3336 

961 Mill Cove Plaza, 
Bedford Highway 
info@drsharps.com 


Strike your pose 

• Open auditions will be 
held for Canada’s Next Top 
Model in Halifax on Jan. 20 
at the Halifax Shopping 
Centre. 


then make that extra effort 
at the open casting call be¬ 
cause you want to stand 
out, not as somebody you’re 
not, but as a strong version 


of yourself.” 

She also suggests every¬ 
body to bring their best 
friends with them, but they 
could end up becoming 
your competition. 

“Apparently that happens 
fairly frequently,” she says. 
“You know a friend or a sis¬ 
ter will go out... and they’ll 
turn out to be the one that 
the model agency is inter¬ 
ested in.” 

As for the why the show 
has been so successful, 


Hockin says it’s because it’s 
a personal window into 
working in the fashion in¬ 
dustiy. 

“The series is tiying to 
demonstrate it’s more than 
just being pretty,” she says. 

“It’s not unlike taking on 
a career as an actor. 

“You have to have a cer¬ 
tain confidence about your¬ 
self and determination to 
keep going, even if you 
don’t succeed in the begin¬ 
ning.” 



Poehler lands a 
sidekick on show 

TELEVISION 

Aubrey 
Plaza has 
landed a co- 
starring role 
on Amy 
Poehler’sup- Poehler 
coming NBC 

comedy series. The untitled 
project is set in the office of 
Amy (Poehler), deputy 
chairman of the 
department of parks and 
recreations in Pawnee, Ind. 
Plaza will play April, an in¬ 
tern who shadows her. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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24 movies&entertainment 


Going Out 


Metro's 7 th Heaven: Metro taps what's hot right now 


I Big screen 
comeback 

In a single year, The Wrestler ac¬ 
tor Mickey Rourke went from 
Hollywood has-been to the toast 
of the town with a Golden Globe 
win. It's a story made for movies. 


3 Rock a rhyme 

To adapt a rap lyric: 

It's tricky to rock and 
rhyme. Metallica and 
Run-D.M.C. have proved they 
can do both, and it was 
announced this week both 
groups are set to be among 
the 2009 Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame inducteess at a ceremony 
taking place in Cleveland, 

Ohio, on April 4. 


5 Kate’s Globes 

It took a number of 
nominations, but Kate 
Winslet walked away 
from last Sunday's Golden 
Globes with two stautettes — 
best actress for Revolutionary 
Road and best supporting ac¬ 
tress for The Reader. 



Dream job 

Maybe it's a sign of the 
economic times. When 
Australia's Tourism 
Queensland put out a call for 
people to apply for a job to blog 
about the virtues of Hamilton Is¬ 
land for six months, the number 
of applicants interested in the 
position crashed the website, ac¬ 
cording to Reuters. 



4 Presidential support 

Barrak Obama's inauguration 
is still a few days away, but 
it's still the biggest ticket 
around. Stevie Wonder will be 
performing along with Mary J. Blige, 
Faith Hill, Shakira and Beyonce The in¬ 
auguration will air on ABC at 8 p.m. 
EST on Tuesday. 



New judge + 

6 bikini = ratings 

American Idol's 
premiere was the most 
watched primetime show of the 
new TV season according to 
Nielson Media Research. Was it 
the new judge or the wannabe 
auditioning in a bikini? 


7 


TV returns 

After a year marred 
by a TV writer's 
strike, both 24 and 
Lost are set for a new series of 
adventures. Will Jack Bauer 
save the day? And why do the 
people that left the island 
suddenly need to get back? 


Mix of Six 


For more great events around the city, visit: 

metronews.ca/entertainment 


Get the Message 

When: Friday; runs until April 

2009 

Where: Discovery Centre, 

1593 Barrington St. 

Ever wanted to send a Morse 
code message? Put your face 
on the cover of a newspa¬ 
per? Try just that and more 
at Get the Message, a new 
exhibit about the histoiy of 
communication. 


Musical Tribute 

When: Saturday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Rebecca Cohn Audi¬ 
torium, Dalhousie Arts Cen¬ 
tre; 6101 University Ave. 

The Nova Scotia Mass Choir 
presents The Dream Contin¬ 
ues: A Musical Tribute to Dr. 
Marth Luther King Jr. Tick¬ 
ets: $25; call 429-7070. 


The Leisure Society 

When: Jan. 16,17, 21-24 
Where: Bus Stop Theatre, 

2203 Gottingen St. 

A dark comedy by Francois 
Archambault about mar¬ 
ried parents of a son, who 
dream of adopting a Chi¬ 
nese baby girl who’ll grow 
up to play the grand piano. 
Tickets are $20, $15 for stu¬ 
dents. 


CD Release Party 

When: Jan. 20, 8 p.m. 

Where: Niche Supper Club 
and the Pacifico Lounge, 

1505 Barrington St. 

It’s a CD release party for In 
the Moment — music from 
Niche. Musicians Mike 
Cowie along with 010 and 
special guests. 


Hockey night 

When: Friday, 7 p.m. or 
Sunday, 4 p.m. 

Where: Halifax Metro Centre, 
1800 Argyle St. 

The Moose take on the 
Acadie-Bathurst Titan Sat¬ 
urday night, and on Sunday 
they’ll battle the Moncton 
Wildcats. Tickets are $14.50 
for adults, $9 for 12 and un¬ 
der; ticketatlantic.com. 


MIR Performance 

When: Jan. 20. 

Where: Neptune Studio 
Theatre, 1593 Argyle St. 

Halifax pop trio MIR is play¬ 
ing songs from their latest 
CD, OK2GO!, along with five 
guest musicians. Tickets: 
$25; call 429-7070 or visit 
neptunetheatre.com. 


Conseil communautaire du 
Grand-Havre 


Atelier qratuit: Loi sur les Venez nous rencontrer a la piscine 
renseignements personnels du YMCA de Dartmouth 

et les documents electroniques (21 Woodlawn Rd.) 




Quand:\e 28janviera 19h 
Lieu: Ecole Beaubassin 
Veuillez confirmer 



Cotyf:2$/personne, 

5$/famille (2 enfants et2 adultes) 
Quand: samedi 28 fevrier 


de 14 h 30 a 15 h 30 




votre presence au 435-3244 


Pour information: 435-3244 
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Going Away 


Smitten with 
Old San Juan 


REB STEVENSON 

for Metro Canada 


Carlos Sanchez brags that 
he can “conquer” me with 
salsa. The 21-year-old has 
all the sex appeal of a kid 
brother. But he stands out¬ 
side Nuyorican Cafe, 
smoking a cigarette and 
eyeing me up with smug 
confidence. “If you really 
want a girl, if you dance 
salsa, you can get her,” he 
insists. 

“OK. Show me,” I prompt. 
Sanchez doesn’t hesitate. 
He steps forward in the 
nondescript alleyway, grabs 
me, starts swaying those 
bony hips and ... by golly, 
I’m smitten. 

My affection isn’t for 
Sanchez himself — the 
spontaneous moment con¬ 
firms what I’ve suspected 
since I set foot in the seven 
square blocks that consti¬ 
tute Old San Juan: This city 
will make you gaga. 

Puerto Rico has been a 
U.S. territory since 1898, 
but Spain ultimately gets 
credit for San Juan. The sec¬ 
ond-oldest European-found¬ 
ed settlement in the Ameri¬ 
cas after Santo Domingo, its 
ancestors have yielded a hy¬ 
brid that oozes character. 
The colonial streets com¬ 
bine the sun-drenched lazi¬ 
ness of the Caribbean, the 
consumer appetite of Amer¬ 
ica and the impulsive ro¬ 
mance of Spain. 

Old San Juan is a stand¬ 
alone masterpiece. Within 
the confines of the 4.8-kilo- 
metre-long old city wall, 
there are enough attrac¬ 
tions, restaurants, hotels 
and nightspots to make you 
forget Puerto Rico is prima¬ 
rily a beach destination (the 
closest swimming area is 1- 
M kilometres away). 

And the visual appeal? 
San Juan draws from a 
palette normally reserved 
for birthday cake icing. 
Strict bylaws enforce the 
use of historically accurate 
pastel paints. But things 
weren’t always so rosy. In 
fact, midway through last 
centuiy, Old San Juan was 
downright sleazy. 

“It was a marines’ town. 
There were a lot of strip 
joints, whorehouses and 
bars,” says Christobal Perez 
Del Pulgar, bartender at one 
of Old San Juan’s oldest 
pubs, El Batey. 

Crime was rampant, the 
city fell into disrepair, and 
tourists flocked to suburban 



The candy-coloured buildings of Old San Juan. 


Getting there 

• From December through 
April, Air Canada has direct 
flights to Puerto Rico, depart¬ 
ing from Toronto (two per 
week) and Montreal (one per 
week). 

• American Airlines, Jet Blue, 


resort strips like Condado 
and Isla Verde instead. Luck¬ 
ily, the government pulled 
up its socks and offered in¬ 
centives for restoration. Ad¬ 
ditionally, Old San Juan and 
its three Spanish forts were 
designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1983. 

Now locals are vehement¬ 
ly proud of the city, and you 
will find Puerto Ricans and 
tourists side-by-side, chow- 
ing down on Mofongo Chur- 
rasco al Chimichurri 
(smashed plantain with 
marinated skirt steak, 
served in a mortar) at tradi¬ 
tional restaurants like 
Raices. 

Locals love to unwind. In 
1963 they invented the par¬ 
ty cocktail that’s synony¬ 
mous with getting tipsy un¬ 
der a palm tree: the Pina Co- 
lada. Want to raise a glass 
with Puerto Ricans? Stay up¬ 
hill on San Sebastian street, 
away from American 
tourists who converge in 
the area called Fortaleza. 

El Batey, with its graffiti- 
covered walls and gritty 
floors, seems like the kind 
of place you might be 
served punch. As in punch 
in the face. It’s open from 
11 a.m. to 7 a.m., but de¬ 
spite its tough exterior, El 
Batey turns out to be rebel¬ 
lious but friendly. 

“Is there smoking al¬ 
lowed in here?” I ask. 

“No. No, there’s not,” says 
the bartender, drawing on a 
lit cigarette. 

Well, you might argue 


Spirit, American Trans Air, US 
Airways, Continental, United, 
Delta and Northwest also serv¬ 
ice Puerto Rico. 

• Visit gotopuertorico.com. 

REB STEVENSON/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 


that resistance is in their 
blood: after all, San Juan 
was a military stronghold 
for centuries. You can visit 
the old Spanish fortifica¬ 
tions. The best is six-tiered 
El Morro, which guards the 
northwestern tip of Old San 
Juan. But perhaps more in¬ 
teresting is what the Puerto 
Ricans have done with its 
front yard. On weekends, 
hundreds of kites hitch a 
ride on the sea breeze. 

Old San Juan has its fair 
share of American excess: 
The strip of designer stores 
along San Francisco Street 
caters to the 1.2 million 
cruise shippers who disem¬ 
bark annually. But as you 
venture uphill and away 
from the port, San Juan’s 
bohemian side emerges. As 
Three Kings Day is ardently 
celebrated on Jan. 6, the 
most authentic memento 
you can buy is a carving of 
the Three Wise Men. 

And speaking of smarts, 
only a fool visits San Juan 
without popping into Nuy¬ 
orican Cafe. Wooed by 
Sanchez and his impromp¬ 
tu dance lesson, I enter the 
popular club. A six-piece sal¬ 
sa band is crammed on 
stage and a handful of cou¬ 
ples attack the checkered 
dance floor with lightheart¬ 
ed fervour. 

As it turns out, sinewy 
Sanchez is something of a 
wise man himself. “They’re 
true, honest souls who 
want to have a good time,” 
he reflects. 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


v. 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city's coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month's category: 

Metro’s Koolest Jewelry Boutique! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 


metr 


1 

Do it daily. 

U/<9 
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MaritimeTravel 

WeKnowTravelBest. 
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For the most up-to-date details, visit: WWW.m3ritim6tr3VGl.C3 
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Mayer to pop the question? 

John Mayer is reportedly planning to propose to gal pal 
Jennifer Aniston for her birthday on Feb. 11. eonline.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Lindsay and Sam 
back on again 


Brit and Justin’s run-in 



relationship Looks like 
things are back on again 
for Hollywood’s favourite 
female couple. Lindsay Lo- 
han and Samantha Rons on 
were spotted lunching in 
Los Angeles Wednesday — 
after being seen out for 
dinner the night before. 

The pair reportedly had 
a very public row in Miami 
over New Year’s that led to 
breakup rumours, which 
Lohan dispelled on her 
MySpace blog this month. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


people Britney Spears sup¬ 
posedly came face-to-face 
with ex-boyfriend Justin 
Timberlake earlier this 
week, msn.com reports. 

Us Magazine claims the 
baclc-on-traclc pop star ar¬ 
rived at Yatai Asian Tapas 
Bar in Los Angeles with 
mom Lynne around 10 
p.m. on Monday, little 
realizing that inside, 
former flame Timber- 
lake was enjoying a 
cosy meal with his 
girlfriend of two 
years, Jessica 
Biel. 

A source told 
the magazine 
that the eateiy 
is “so small... 
like the size 
of a living 


room,” which made the os¬ 
tensible run-in all the 
more awkward. 

“Justin and Jessica 
looked like they were en¬ 
joying their meal until 
Britney turned up,’ 
a source told 


Splash News. “She didn’t 
see them, but they saw her 
and immediately looked 
very uncomfortable.” 

“Jessica and Justin 
looked to be slumping 
down in their seats to 
avoid (Spears),” said a 
source. “She left 30 min¬ 
utes later. Shortly after¬ 
ward, Justin and Jessica 
got in their car and left.” 

Britney last crossed 
paths with the crooner in 
November, when 
they performed 
separately with 
Madonna at the 
Los Angeles 
stop of her 
Sticky & Sweet 
tour. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Love for Luke all 
in Osbourne fam 

marriage Kelly Osbourne, 
who is engaged to model 
Luke Worrall, tells In 
Touch magazine that her 
father, Ozzy, has given the 
model his seal of approval 
to marry his baby girl. 

“He and my dad get on 
veiy well, which I was ab¬ 
solutely amazed with,” 
said Osbourne, who added 
that she loves 
“everything” 
about her fi¬ 
ance. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Divorce not an option: Jennifer 



marriage Jennifer Lopez 
says divorcing her hus¬ 
band is “not an option,” 
femalefirst.co.uk re¬ 
ports. 

The singer-and-actress 
has been dogged by ru 
mours her four -3 
marriage to Marc An¬ 
thony is on the 
brink of col¬ 
lapse, but in¬ 
sists the re¬ 
ports are 
wide of the 
mark. 

She told 
In Touch 


Weekly magazine: 
Every time I’m not 
wearing my ring, 
people think I’m 
getting divorced. 
Divorce is not — 
and was never — 
an option.” 

The website 
alleges cou¬ 
ple’s relation¬ 
ship was said 
to be at 
“breaking 
point” after 
the pair were 
both spotted 
out without 


their wedding bands. 

Marc, 40, further fuelled 
rumours the pair’s rela¬ 
tionship was on the rocks 
when he was seen flirting 
with women in New York 
and Las Vegas nightclubs 
and complaining 39-year- 
old Jennifer had been 
“making me miserable.” 

It’s been suggested that 
Jennifer’s close friend and 
former manager Benny 
Medina — who said the 
pair is going strong — is 
part of the problem be¬ 
tween her and Marc. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 



reports. 

An attorney for Gibson 
did not return calls for 
comment. In the 
course of the case 
Campbell denied 
Gibson’s claims and 
was never charged 
with any crime. 

Campbell, 38 
has a spotty histo 
ry with house¬ 
keepers. In 
2007, she 
was or- 
dered to 
attend * 
anger 


management classes and 
complete five days of com¬ 
munity service after 
she pleaded guilty to 
assault for throw¬ 
ing a cell phone at 
another house¬ 
keeper, Ana 
Scolavino, the 
\ website 
adds. 


METRO 


NEWS 


SERVICES 


Hudgens denies 
New Moon role 


career Vanessa Hudgens 
has denied she will star in 
the sequel to Twilight, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The actress quashed ru¬ 
mours she is set to play 
werewolf Leah Clearwater 
in New Moon and says she 
has not even 
been 

approached 
about the 
role. 


METRO 


NEWS 


SERVICES 


Naomi settles dispute with housekeeper 


legal Naomi Campbell has 
settled a legal dispute with 
a former housekeeper who 
claimed the supermodel 
struck her and called her 
names for not being able 
to locate a pair of jeans, 
people.com reports. 

While terms of the set¬ 
tlement have been sealed, 
an attorney for Campbell 
said that both she and for¬ 
mer employee Gaby Gib¬ 
son were satisfied. Gibson 
was under the supermod- 
el’s employ from Novem¬ 
ber 2005 through January 
2006, the Associated Press 


Madge and Guy play nice 



divorce Looks like Madon¬ 
na and Guy Ritchie have 
decided to play nice during 
their divorce for the sake 
of their children. “They’re 
working very hard to have 
an amicable divorce be¬ 
cause (Madon¬ 
na’s daugh¬ 
ter) Lourdes 
came to 
them beg¬ 
ging, ‘Please 
don’t be 
mean 


to each other,”’ a source 
told the New York Daily 
News. “Then she told them 
she wanted everything to 
be as friendly as possible.” 
Ritchie was seen arriving 
at Madonna’s New York 
apartment earlier this 
week, where they are said 
to be working on their pla¬ 
tonic rela¬ 
tionship. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Kate shows off sparkler 



rumour Once again, Kate 
Moss is rumoured to be en¬ 
gaged to long-term 
boyfriend Jamie Hince, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk re 
ports. According to 
Elle UK, Kate was 
spotted yesterday 
enjoying lunch in 
London, sporting 
a huge sparkler 
on her finger. 

The mys¬ 
tery deepens, 
as when she 
went into the 
Japanese 
restaurant she 
wasn’t wear¬ 
ing a ring, but 
later when she 


emerged she had a dia¬ 
mond on her finger. 

Of course, this could just 
be an early birthday gift 
from Hince, as the super¬ 
model does turn 35 this 
week and is used to 
lavish presents by 
now. 

This new rumour 
will only fuel the on¬ 
going speculation that 
the fashion icon is 
pregnant, after 
months of hid¬ 
ing her tummy 
and giving 
ciyptic clues to 
the press. 

METRO NEWS 


Beyonce abandoned dog? 



pets It looks like when Bey¬ 
once Knowles asked staff 
at Columbia Records to 
watch her dog, Munchie, 
last summer, she didn’t 
just mean while she was 
in a meeting. 

According to staff at 
the label, they’re 
still waiting for the 
singer to come col¬ 
lect her pooch — 
several months later. 
“Munchie has effective 
ly taken up residency, 
a source at the label 
says, according to 
Hollyscoop. 

“Puddles of liquid 
are appearing all 


over the office. Staff are 
taking turns to take 
Munchie for walks and 
take it home on the 
evenings and 
weekends.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 



( Come see how you can build an unlimited ^ 4 

income with Xocai Healthy Chocolate! ^ 

V_ _ y _ J mm 

Contact Tracy Saarloos or Kim Potter to register for this business 
opportunity presentation. New guests that contact Tracy and Kim 
will recieve samples of Xocai and entered to win a gift basket! 

Tracy Saarloos 222-9941 | www.kimpotter.ca 
www.healthyheartsmartchocolate.com 

Details: ,1f| iiu j 

January 1 5 & 1 B 7:30pm - 9:00pm 1 x. - J L / 

January 17 9:00am - 10:30am r Register now for this Special Event! ^ 
Holiday Inn, 101 Wyse Rd., Dart. ^Guest speakers include Top Income Earners! J 
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©The Weather Network 2008 


\ U Today 

C Sunny 

-14V -22° 


Saturday 
“Flurries 

*1^' -17° / -24° 


\ L 



Sunday 
Partly cloudy 

-17V -19° 


MORE CONVENIENT THAN A CORNER STORE 

WeatherEye: Delivering real-time weather 24/7, right to your desktop... 

Go to theweathernetwork.com/desktop to download your free WeatherEye. 


Anytime, Anywhere, Anyhow 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Take Five 




Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Poke 

31 Wet wiggler 

4 Prospector’s hope 

32 Contemptible 

8 Rainout spread 

34 Grouch 

12 Have bills 

35 Coaster 

13 Basin accessory 

36 Welle specialty 

14 Disturb 

37 Cash recipient 

15 California campus 

40 Sandwich shop 

17 “Do — others ...” 

41 Birthright barterer 

18 Show bad aim 

42 Fed head Ben 

19 Devoutness 

46 Peel 

20 Paratrooper’s need 

47 Vicinity 

22 Palette selections 

48 A billion years 

24 Stash 

49 Shark variety 

25 Look like 

50 Sailing vessel 

29 Altar constellation 

51 Disencumber 

30 Pugilist 



Crossword down 

1 Task 

23 Secondhand 

2 Shock partner 

25 Got up 

3 Shorts of a sort 

26 German capitalist? 

4 Skein members 

27 Breach of secrecy 

5 They give a hoot 

28 Exile isle 

6 Shelter 

30 Acrimony 

7 Parched 

33 Phony 

8 Self-evident statement 

34 Pop choice 

9 Highly rated 

36 Of punishment 

10 “Hud” director Martin 

37 Salon request 

11 Tactic 

38 Largest of the seven 

16 Charlie Brown’s nemesis, 

39 Tug hard 

often 

40 Carey or Barrymore 

19 Equal 

42 Inlet 

20 African nation 

43 Historic time 

21 Take on 

44 Japanese pond carp 

22 Under a spell 

45 Conclusion 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 


Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 
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Chinese pork 
with plums 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) vegetable oil 
4 lean pork loin steaks 

1 2/3 lbs (800 g) plums, 
halved, stoned and rough¬ 
ly chopped 

4 spring onions, cut into 1- 
in (2.5-cm) lengths 
4 orange sweet potatoes, 
peeled and cut into 1/2-in 
(1-cm) cubes 
8 oz (250 g) can water 
chestnuts, drained and 
rinsed, then sliced 
2-in (3-cm) piece fresh gin¬ 
ger, peeled and grated 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

1 red chili pepper, deseed¬ 
ed and finely chopped (op¬ 
tional) 

2 tsp (10 ml) sugar 

1 tbsp (15 ml) salt-reduced 
soy sauce 

1 tbsp (15 ml) cider 
vinegar 

2 tbsp (25 ml) Chinese rice 
wine or dry sherry 

1/4 tsp (1 ml) five-spice 
powder 

2 tbsp (25 ml) chopped 
fresh coriander 

METHOD: 

1 . Preheat oven to 350°F 
(180°C). Heat oil in large 
flameproof casserole dish, 


then briefly fry pork 
steaks on both sides until 
lightly browned. Add 
plums, spring onions, 
sweet potatoes and water 
chestnuts to casserole 
dish, then stir. 

2 . Put ginger into small 
bowl. Add garlic, chili pep¬ 
per (if using), sugar, soy 
sauce, vinegar, wine or 
sherry and five-spice pow¬ 
der. Mix well, then spoon 
mixture over ingredients 
in casserole dish. Cover 
with lid, then cook in 
oven, stirring occasionally, 
for about 45 minutes until 
meat is tender and sauce 
has thickened. 

3. Taste sauce and add 
more sugar or vinegar if 
needed, depending on 
flavour of plums, to give a 
good balance of sweet and 
sour tastes. Scatter 
chopped coriander over 
top and serve. 

SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

A schoolgirl will pull some¬ 
body’s leg. Someone’s dis¬ 
mayed after hearing a cold- 
hearted comment. A heartbro¬ 
ken friend gets happy news. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


Shocking behaviour can be 
avoided. Meet with an official 
to get ahead. Heed the advice 
of a well meaning person. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



You’ll predict that someone is 
running wild. You’ll dream 
about tough treatment. Speak 
carefully because a legal issue 
isn’t what it seems. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 



A minor event will weaken a 
union. Don’t risk going into 
dangerous places. Get some 
protection from wickedness. 


LEO (£>' 
JULY 23-AUG 23 

Someone will boast about a 
crime of passion. Something in 
the news will shock you. An 
awkward fool is smitten with 
your style. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


An idle person will create a 
scandal. A game player causes a 
puzzling situation. A wrongdo¬ 
ing in business is cause for rev¬ 
elations. 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Take a more sensitive approach 
to a project. A confession leads 
to a delightful situation. Behav¬ 
ioural problems will be not be 
funny. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Reconfigure your payments to 
get a better deal. You’ll find a 
way to celebrate life. You can 
withstand other people’s nega¬ 
tive thoughts. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

Do your best and people will go 
berserk. A troubled person’s 
recklessness is becoming a 
habit. Find a better source of 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A dreadful man causes some 
confusion. A tired person clash¬ 
es with your passions. Focus on 
having lots of laughs. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Good fortune is coming for a 
spendthrift. Make up your 
mind to take a stand. A level¬ 
headed pal is homesick. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A random act of kindness will 
alienate other people. A man is 
reluctant to end a nasty debate. 
A relative is aware of your 
plans. 



FLIGHT CENTRE 


Going to the Travel Show? 
Don't forget to check out Flight 
Centre's competitive pricing. 


Flight Centre Scotia Square 

5201 Duke Street, Halifax 


866 788 5077 | flightcentre.ca 





7s»'oo*** 


fThe Perfect Holiday Promise applies to bookings made at Flight Centre shops within Canada. A $100 voucher for 
future travel will be provided to customers who experience an unwanted deviation from their paid itinerary. For full 
details visit www.fligntcentre.ca or speak to a Flight Centre consultant 


f 





$10 00 OFF SHOES 


' 



BUY ONE CLOTHING EDCE* 
ARTICLE GET 2ND I I1CC 

SALE ON NOW 

*of equal or lesser value 



902 - 462-3453 

Corner of Main & Forrest Hills Parkway 
Next to Beazleys Bowling Lanes 






















































































































































































































(&) HYunDor | SMART] advantage 

- HURRY IH. FOR A LIMITED TIME RET - 


LOWER PRICES 5 OSS 


FINANCING 



2009 ACCENT L 3DR- 

STARTING PRICE 



5 


NEW SALE PRICE 

$9,995 


0% 

" PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.° 


__ GL Sport model shown 

2009 ELANTRA L- 

STARTING PRICE 



NEW SALE PRICE 

$11,995 


0% 

PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.° 


Limited model shown 


2009 SONATA GL- 

STARTING PRICE 



NEW SALE PRICE 

$18,995 


0% 

PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.° 


Limited model shown 


2009 TUCSON L 


STARTING PRICE NEW SALE PRICE 

Sw $2M& $19,995-" 

j * * FOR 60 MOS3 


Limited model shown 


2009 SANTA FE 2.7L GL 


STARTING PRICE 



NEW SALE PRICE AO/ 

$91 QQR+" 

” M Wl i ; j ■ PURCHASE 

J ■ 1 : FINANCING 

* FOR 48 MOS.° 


Limited model shown 


THE ALL-NEW 2009 ELANTRA TOURING 

STARTING FROM 


ARRIVING AT 
DEALERSHIPS NOW 


$14,995 



THE SMART 


PLACE TO SHOP. 


GL 5-speed model shown 


5 YEAR 


100,000 KM 


WARRANTY 


Find your local dealer at 
www.hyundaicanada.com 


Atlantic 

<&> HYurmni 


COMPREHENSIVE LIMITED WARRANTY™ 


Dealers 
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